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fectly satisfied on the point. T therefore
move—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and passed,
The President resumed the Chair.
Progress reported.

Houze adjourned at 6.6 p.m.

Tegislative HAssembly,

Thureday, 7th March, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers,

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘' Papers
Presented’’ see *‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

SELECT COMMITTEE, RABBIT PEST.
Extension of Time.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth)
move=—

‘““That the time for bringing up the re-
port of the seleet committee be extended
for one week.”’

We have cxamined a great many witnesses

and have sat on not less than one dozen occa-

gions, Some of the members of the select

committee now desire to visit certain portiona

of the wheat belt and find out for themselves

what sort of work the rabbit carts are doing.
Question put and passed.

[435]: I

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT,
Received from the Legislative Council and
read a first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
Tn Committee of Supply,

Besumed from the previeus day; Mr. Stubbs
in tha Chair,

Agricultural Department (Hon. H. B. Le-
froy, Minister).

Vote—aAgriculture generally, £49,786:

The Chairman : Before commencing the
debate on the Vote ‘‘Agriculture generally,
£49,876,” I think it highly desirable to decide
whether members are to be allowed to speak
more than once on the general discussion, The
question turns upon the interpretation of para-
praph {(b) of Standing Order 386b, namely—

A general discussion on the adminiatra-
tion of the oune department held on the first
vote of ihat department.
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My interpretation is that it applies only to a
depariment which includes two or more votes,
such ag the Premier’s Department which in-
cludes votes for the Premier’s Office, the Lon-
don Agency, and Government Motor Cars. 1
hold that it does not apply to a department
which has one single vote, such as °‘Agricul-
ture penerally, £49,786.'° It is quite true
that the words of paragraph (b) will bear
another interpretation, namely that a single
vote is the first vote. But we have a guide to
the right interpretation in the report of the
Standing Orders Comimnittce upon recommend-
ing Standing Order 386a to the House. The
third paragraph of this report reads as fol-
lows;—

Your committee are further of opinion
that it would be unwise for the House to
restrict the rights of individual members
when speaking to the vote or item immedi-
ately under discussion. To do so would be
an interference with the important principle
of full consideration of the Estimates in
Committee. When, however, an extension
of the limits of discussion is allowed to in-
dividual members thut extension may fairly
be made subject to restriction. The two
cases in which such extension bhas been
allowed, by the authority of custom, and
with the approval of the House, are—(1) &
general discussion on the whole of the Esti-
mates, when the first vote is before the
Committee; and (2) a general discussion
on the whole of a department when the first
vote of that department is before the Com-.
mittee,

These words leave no donbt in my mind as to
my interpretation being correct. I rule, there-
fore, that paragraph (b) of Standing Order
286a does not apply to the discussion on the
question now before the Committes, namely
that the Vote ! Agriculture generally, £49,786 "
sfand as printed, and that members are not
restricted in their right to speak more than
once to the question, I bave no desire, or in-
tention, whatever to flout the will of the Com-
mittee because I would be wrong if I at-
tempted to do so, but before we proceed with
the discussion I want hon, members to decide
this question, At the beginning of the dis-
cussion on ‘‘Lands and Agriculture,’’ seeing
that the vote is divided into twe parts, the
first ‘‘Lands and Surveys’’ and the second
‘CAgriculture generally,’’ the Honorary Min.
ister (Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott) said, in the
course of his opening remarks, he would only
deal with the Lands and Surveys Estimates.
Therefore I thought I would confire the gen-
eral discussion to that vote, ‘‘Lands and Sur-
veys,’” and I gave hon. members distinetly to
understand that when the ‘Jepartment of Agri-
culture was being discussed they would then
have the right to freely diseuss it on the first
item after the Minister had made his opening
remarks. It is for hon, members to decide
whether T am wright or wrong in this connee-
tion; T think the matter might be cleared up
hefore the diseussion starts on the vote ‘‘Ag-
riculture generally.’’

Digsent from the Cbairman’s Ruling.

Hon. T. Walker: It is a somewhat extra-
ordinary procedure to suddenly ask the Honse
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to either interpret or make Standing Orders,
espeeially when in the Committee stage. As
to whether the ruling is correet or incorrect,
the House is now asked to be the supreme
anthority. The Chairman has asked the House
to give an opinion, and 1 do not see how we
ean do so except by at once dissenting from
the ruling just given. We are now debating
a matter which was diseussed last night and
on which a decision was arrived at, and neither
the Chairman, nor any other member of this
House, ean stultify the House and go back
upon what the House has already done when
the point was decided by the ruling of the
Chairman last evening. That being so, this
procedure is an innovation and really dir-
ectly contrary to what has been done. Now
the House is asked what it is going to do about
it. It seems a strange procedure, and I can
only adopt the course of moving to dissent
from the ruling.

The Minister for Mines: Until some mem-
ber wishes to speak twice the point will net
arise.

Hon. T. Walker: The Chairman hag an-
nounced that before we start upon these Esti-
‘mates he wants us to do something, to agree
or disagree with what he has said. The
Chairman has given a ruling without any-
thing to rule npon, and that is why T am
expressing my surprise that we should break
through all the rules of procedure in this
extraordinary manner. I have never heard
the equal of it anywhere. This ruling will
now aprear in our records, and while it may
not he called into question immediately, it
may a year hence. Therefors, we shall be
bound by it in the futare. There is no course
open other than to dissent from that ruling.
I do not think we need debate the point at
any great length because the House was un-
animous upon it last night. A discussion on
& department is distinet from a diseussion on
items of expenditure within that department.
What the Chairman i3 arguing is that, if the
Minister in introducing the Estimates, speaks
for an hour, I can follow him for an hour,
‘and after the interlude of another speech, I
can follow again for another hour and reply.
Then the Minister who introduced the Eati-
mates can reply to me, and so we can go on.

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Ad nauseum.

Hon, T. Walker: It could be abused to the
detriment of the business of the House. The
object of the select committee which investi-
gated this matter was to provide for the Min-
ister to speak at length covering the whole of
the items and the whole of the administration
of his department. Hon. members then had
the right to follow him at similar Iength and
to review all matters relating to the depart-
ment as distinet from the items, and it was
held and congsidered that that would be more
or lesa like a second reading debate, as, in
fact, it i3, And it would certainly be vnwise
for the business of the House, and it wonld
be against the report of the select committee,
and against the Standing Orders, to permit
repeated second reading speeches. We discnss
a department in the general diseussion, There
were two things that the Standing Order was
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introduced to remedy. First of all it was
desired to remedy the discussion which took
place on the items. The Minister has the right
to lay the whole of the faets of his adminis.
tration before the Committee of the House
and some Chairmen held that that did net
give other members an equal right to follow
the Minister with a general discussion.

The Chairman: The hon. member might
enter his protest against my ruling now. T
merely pave it to facilitate matiers and to
save the time of the House, and not with any
intention of preventing a discussion from tak-
ing place.

Hon. T, Walker: A mere protest will have
no vaiwe. The Chairman’s ruling atands on
the records as a ruling from the Chair, and it
is there for future puidance, and I cannot
allow it to stand. The select eommittee which
reported on this question some time back re-
solved that every member should have an equal
right, with the Minister, on the genaral dis-
cussion. But if he had that right to traverse
the whole of the Nstimates of a department,
he would have no right to speak twice on the
general discussion, There was, however, to be
no curtailment of the debate on the items. If
we aceept the Chairman’s ruling we are not
to consider this as a general discussion. Tt
is perfectly eclear that a forced meaning has
been put upon the word ‘*first,’’ if we do not
mean that a general discussion shall take place
upon the first introduction of departmental
Estimates. T move—

““That the Chairman’s ruling be dis-
sented from.’!

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman: The member for Kanowna
has entered an objection to my ruling in con-
nection with a debate which hinged upon the
long discussion last night. To elear the atmos-
phere this afternoon, and to wmake the position
perfectly sure as we found it and left it last
night, T gave an interpretation of what I con-
sideverd was really a debate in connection with
votes with which we were dealing and which
votes were divided into two parts. I read my
ruling to the Committee. To that Mr. Walker
has put in a written objection. I leave the mat-
ter in your hands.

Hon, T, Walker: T wmoved dissent from the
Chairman’s ruling, relying on paragraph (b)
of Standing Order 386a as applied to all gen-
eral discussions on the introduetion of depart-
mental Estimates. T am defending the rights
of the Standing Orders Committee. The Chair-
man in his rvling is relying on the report of
the Standing Orders * Committee delivered on
the 4th November, 1913, quoting these words—

Your committea are further of opinion
that it wonld be unwise for the House to
restriet the rights of individual members
when speaking to the vote or item immedi-
ately under discussion. To do so would be
an interference with the important principle
of full consideration of Estimates in Com-
mittee. When, however, an extension of the
limits of diseussion is allowed to individuval
members, that extension may fairly be made
subject to restriction.
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That has been quoted as justifying the ruling
of the Chairman. I submit it ig directly con-
trary to the interpretation the Chairman puts
upon it. The Standing Orders Committes say
it would be unwise to restrict discussion on the
items, but that when the limit of discussion is
extended, that is to say, when it covers a whole
department, when we have extended its scope
hayond an item, then we may well submit it to
limitations, may justly limit it to one speech.
I do not want to repeat myself, but when a
departmental estimate is introduced the speaker
introdneing it goes on at considerable length,
goes into details and matters that might al-
most appear foreign to any item in the Esti-
mate. He covers the whole of the department.
He is followed by another speaker, who tra-
verses the whole of the administration and
policy of that department., The Minister might
reply, and might feel inelined to go on again
and drive home what he advanced in his first
long eprech, We would find debates intermin-
able. But the very quotation made by the
Chairman in support of his ruling justifies the
limitation. It is in the general discussion that
we extend the limits. Tt is there that we do
not confine ourselves to one item, but cover the
whole of the grownd if we wish. Therefore,
when we take that course, in the words already
quoted by the Chairman ‘‘tbat extension may
fairly be made subject to restriction.”’ And
he goes on—
A general discussion of the whole of the Es-
timates when the first vote is hefore the
(Committee, and a general diseussion on the
whole of a department when' the first vote
of the depariment is before the Committee.
©“On the whole of a department.’” That is what
gives the wide scope. And the question of
whether a vote is the first vote and, having ne
second, ceases to be the first, ia a mere quibble.
If we are discussing the whole of a depart-
ment, we are extending the limits of debate,
and under that extension we are justified in
applying a restriction, which is provided in
paragraph (b) of Standing Order 386a.
The Minister for Mines: T take it the
guestion to be determined is whether or not
members of the Committee have a right to
speak more than once on the question which
is mnw before us, or rather which should
have been put to the Committce, namely,
the Vote ‘‘Agriculture Generally.”’ To de-
termine that guestion, T think it would be
competent in you, 8ir, to decide whether or
not we are dealing with a department when
dealing with ¢¢Agriculture Generally.”’ 1
wonld like your decision, as T suggested last
night, as to whether there are two depart-
ments, namely, the Lands Departmenf and
the Department of Agriculture. If we look
at the way which the Estimates are printed
we find that the Department of Lanrds starts
off with Jtem No. 1, and goes on consecu-
tively to the end of the department. When
the Department of Agriculture comes along
it again starts with Ttem No. 1, and goes on
to Ttem No., 77. Suppose that the Estimates
of the Minister for Mines and Railways were
put before the Committee in the same way,
that is to say, ‘*Minister for Mines £46,000,
and Minister for Railways £49,000,'" would
it be argmed that they were both under the
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department and that therefore there could
not be two discussions? It is only because
these departments of Lands and of Agricul-
ture are somewhat allied that this econfusion
has arisen. T take it they are two distinet
departments, that we are now dealing with
the first vote in the FEstimates of the De-
partment of Agrieulture, and that as it is
i distinet department, hon, members in Com-
mittee are only entitled to speak once on
the gencral diseussion. [ concur entirely
with the arguments used by the member for
Kanowna, and T think they are unanswer-
able. TE you, Sir, decide that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is a separate depart-
ment, that cioses the discussion, and the rule
set out in Standing Order 3862 should apply.

Mr. Harrisen: It would appear from the
Chairman’s ruling that if a department has
any branches the discussion should follow
the lines of a second reading debate on the
first item, and that a member should speak
only nnece, but if there are no branches, then
the discussion shall follow the lines of a
Committee discussion, It seems that we can
only deal with the items, and not with the
general Department of Agriculture. If that
is to he pursned, cspecially to-day, it will
deprive many members who have spoken on
the Tands Department, but who bave reserved
themselves to speak on the Agriculture De-
partment, strietly on the understanding that
they would he allowed to do se.

The Minister for Mines: They should be
allowed to speak once on the general dehate,
and as often as they like on items.

Mr, Harrisen: Exactly. I wish to be clear
on the matter.

Mr. Money: I wish to draw your atention,
Mr. Speaker, to the matter of the ‘'Divi.
sion,'’ Possibly the mere fact that we bave
been dealing with ‘‘Division X.’’ might
have led hon. members to conclude that that
is the departmental number. But that figure
“‘X.’" has nething whatever to do with the
department; it is merely a division of the
Estimates, To my mind it is perfectly clear
that these are separate and distinct depart-
ments. Divisions of the Estimates bave
nothing at all to do with the Standing Or-
ders.

Mr. Pickering: In reply fo the wember for
Kanowna, let me quote the following from
the report of the Standing Orders Committee,
dated the 4th November, 1913:—

In these two cases the Committee think it
advisable that the rules of debate in the
House, which bave generally been fol-
lowed in practice, should be enforced by
amendment of the Standing Orders. They
therefore recommend the adoption of the
following new Standing Order to stand as
386a.

These provisions were inserted in the Stand-
ing Orders wiih the express object of con.
fining the debate to one apeech on the general
discussion.

Mr. Speaker: I am not inclined to give my
ruling on this question, ipasmuoeh as I fesl
that the Chairman of Committees is more
anxious to obtain an expression of the opinion
of the House on the question how the debate
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should be conducted on the Estimates, than to
have his ruling strictly adhered to. That is
what I believe. The Chairman of Committees
has made his point in these words:—‘‘I hold
fhat it does not apply to a department which
has one single vote, such as ‘Agriculiure
Generally, £49,786. He previously said that
it would apply only to the Premier’s Depart-
ment, the Colonial Sec¢retary’s Department,
and other similar departments. To take the
Colonial Secretary’s Department, there is a
tota! of £507,005, and the first vota is ‘‘Col-
oniat Secretary’s Office, £2§804.7" T take it
that the Minister in charge of that vote would
explain to the Iouse the administration of
the departnient. The whole of the votes and
the whole of his department would be dis-
cussed in that opening speech, Honr. members
then would have the right to speak, and the
Minister would have the right to reply, and
that would close the debate on that vote.
After that hon, members go on to items, when
Standing Order 372 would apply—that is, that
in Committee members may speak more than
once to the same question, Paragraph (b) of
Standing Order 386 is very clear in regard to
a2 department similar to the Colonial Secre-
tary’s Department or the Premier’s Office,
providing, as it does, that a general discussion
on the administration of one department shall
be held on the first vote of that department,
and that in both cases the reply of the Minis-
ter shall close the debate. If we take the first
vote, members can discuss the whole of the
Egtimates of the department in one specch.
The only person who has the right to two
speeches is the Minister introducing the Esti-
mates. That being so, the strong point made
by the Chairman of Committees is that as the
Agricultural Vote is the first vote, and as
there is no other vote following, as is the case
in the Premier’s Department and in other de-
partments, Standing Order 372 applies and
members can speak as often as they please.
That is the position taken up by the Chairman
of Committees. I do not know whether T am
competent to decide whether because there is
only one vote that vote is the flrst vote, or
that because there are no other votes that
vote ecannot be the first. Let us assume that
there was an order of this House that the first
man to cater the Chamber after a given time
ghould he proseented, and that some one man
* entered the Chamber and the person who was
to decide the question of prosecution stood by
for an hour or so and watched that man with-
out any other persen coming in, Then sup-
pose the person watching the assumed intreder
said to him, ‘*Nobody else hag ¢ome into the
Chamber, and so you are not the first man to
enter the Chamher, and therefore you can go
away.’’ That would appear foolish. I de
not know whether that attitude can be taken
up under this Standing Order.

Hon, T. Walker: May I suggest the question
is whether it is the general dis¢nssion or not
—not whether it is a first, or a second, or a
third vote?

Mr. Speaker: If T were giving my ruling on
the Standing Order, I certainly should say
that the ruling of the Chairman of Committees
cannot be supported. But as T know that the
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Chairman of Committees is anxious to obtain
an expression of opinion from the House, I
would infinitely prefer to take some course by
which the House could express its opinion
without my having to uphold the Chairman’s
ruling for that purpose. The House would
then decide by dissenting, or not dissenting,
from my ruling. There is a difference of
opinion among hon. members as to whether
the position taken up last night is correet.
But we now know that the Chairman of Com-
mittees is anxious to have the point decided.
As 1 said before, I certainly would not uphold
his ruling.

Mr, Holman: Was not a ruling given on the
point last night?

Mr, Speaker: Not on this point. There was
some eonfusion as to how far the debate
ranged—whether over the whole of the two
votes, or not, The position is clear to-day;
and in order to test the feeling of the House,
and to afford the Chairman of Committees an
opportunity of knowing the feeling of the
House, or of the Committee over which he
presides, I will support his ruling for that
purpose, But I wigh hon. members to know
that this is mot my opivion, and that if |
were to give an independent ruling it would
be otherwise. My desire is that the Chair-
man of Committees ghould obtain an expres-
gion of the opinion of the House.

Mr, Maley: Would it not be better for you,
Mr. Speaker, to give a ruling?

AMr. Speaker: Tf the House is anxious to
have my ruling, I will give it. But I would
prefer that the House should decide,

Hon. T, Walker: Tf you give your ruling
and the House dees not dissent from it, that
meang that the House approves of your rul-
ing.

Mr. Speaker: TUnder those conditions [
would give my ruling; but I would prefer
that the House should decide. T do not wish
the House to uphold my ruling if hon. mem-
bers think 1 am wrong,

Hon. T. Walker: The House thinks you are
right, Sir,

Mr. Speaker: T certainly cannot support
the ruling given by the Chairman of Commit-
tees in this case.

Committee resumed.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [5.20]: I de-
sire to bring to the notice of the Government
the serions possibility + of an  invasion
of this State by a new pest—the Ang-
lian sparrow. I hope the Government will act
in the matter with a little more promptitude
and effect than has been the case in connec-
tion with the rabbit pest. It is some consid-
erable time since the question of the sparrow
was brought to the attention of the Agricul.
tural Department, but they have pot treated
it with that seriousness which the threat of
invagion warrants. On the 2nd November,
1916, the Advisory Council of Seience and In-
dustry, Melbourne, wrote to the Western Aus-
tralian Seeretary of that Committee as fol-
lowe: —

The question of the introduction of spar-
rowa into Western Australia has recently
received the attention of my committee.



{7 MarcH, 1918.]

As you are doubtless aware, the English
sparrow causes considerable loss to the
farmers in the Eastern States of Australia
by feeding on wheat, Up to the present it
haa not been introduced into Western Aus-
tralia, but it has been suggested that the
construction of the Transcontinental Rail-
way may afford it the means of traversing
the belt of dry country which has, up to
the present, proved s barrier to the west-
ward extension of its range. The Common-
wealth Raillways Department was asked by
my committee to make inquiries from the
officers in charge of the various construe-
tion camps and depéts on the South Aus-
tralian section of the railway between Port
Angusta and the railbhead, as to whether
English sparrows have heen ohserved at
any of these places. A reply has been re-
ceived stating Ehat no sparrows have been
observed west of Port Augusta. It is not,
of course, known whether the observations
were made carefolly and efficiently. The
Executive desires me to inform you as to
what has been done, and to suggest that
possibly your committee may coansider the
matter of sufficient importance to recom-
mend your State Government to communi-
cate with the Commonwealth Government
on the matter.

The letter was referred by the local secretary
of the committee to the Under Sceretary for
Agriculture, on the 20th November, 1916, as
follows: —

The attention of this committee has been
drawn by the executive committee to the
question of the possible introduction of
sparrows into Western Australia by means
of the Transcontinental Railway. The in-
formation received is that no sparrows have
been observed, as yet, west of Port Aug-
usta. Tt is thought that perhaps the mat-
ter might be of sufficient importance to
justify the Giovernment in communicating
with the Commonwealth Government on the
matter. T am directed to bring these facts
under your notice.

The matter having heen brought to the atten-
tion of the Apgricultural Department, one
would bave thought that some action wouid
be taken. However, the thing appears to
have followed the usual methods of circum-
locution through the departments, and to have
undergone the usual process of pigeon-holing.
On the 5th December, 1916, the Under Seare-
tary for Agriculture advises that the matter
is being brought under Mr. Crawford’s mo-
tice, Mr. Crawford is the Chief Inspector of
Rabbits and Vermin; and T presume it is
logical to ¢lass the sparrow as vermin, Mr.
Crawford stated that the sparrows were not
likely to come along the railway line, but
that he had had it reported to him thai they
were coming along the coast where there was
gettlement, and that they were then within
30 miles of the border. At the date of the
communication made by the Advicory Coun-
¢il of Science and Tndustry, namely, the 2nd
November, 1916, the sparrows were at Port
Augnsta, roughly, 400 or 500 miles from our
border. The source of Mr. Crawford’s infor-
mation is not diselosed by the file. The mat-
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ter was then lost sight of until March, 1917,
nineg months afterwards, when the Advisory
Council in Melbourne again wrote to the local
committee and drew attention to the matter
and called for a report from the Under Secre-
tary for Agriculture, and this is the reply
dated 16th May, 1917—

In further reply to your letter of the
3th ult., relative to the peossibility of in-
vasion of this State by sparrows, I have
the honour by direction to inform you that
it is realised that sparrowe arc a great pest
in Australia, but it i3 not thought that the
adoption of the suggestions made in your
communication would bring about any prac-
tical result.

It is reasonable to suppose this pest is ad-
vancing along the Transcontinental line and
some action ought to have heen taken in con-
junction with the Commonwealth railway
authorities, They ought to bave been asked
to note how these hirds were travelling along
the line and advisc this departmeat, but
there the matter rested. The Agricultural
Deparément has no further notice of this mat-
ter and it is rather ludicrous to wateh the
progress of the question in the department.
Tt was brought to the notice of the Honorary
Minister (Mr, Thomas) who stated oo the
22nd August, 1917, in reply to the secretary
of the local committee—

I have to acknowledge with thanks re-
ceipt of vour letter of 15th inst. enclosing
copy of Captain White’s report on the ad-
vance made by sparrows along KEast-West
railway, which T have read with interest.

The last phrase is one which the Minister
might have used with regard to the pro-
gramme of a pieture show. This dilatory
manner in which the threatened invasion of
the pest has been treated is perhaps illustrated
best by methods always applied in this coun-
try. It is similar to what was done in the case
of the threatened invasion of the rabbits. 1f£
steps had been taken at the right time and the
matter tackled on the border, the invasion of
the rabbits would have been checked in this
country altogether. So in regard to the spar-
rows. This morning in the ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ there is a letter from a resident of
Eucla stating that the sparrows are 30 miles
thig gide of the horder. The Advisory Couneil
of Seienee, in Melbourne, considers that the
subject is of sufficient interest on their side
of the continent to keep in touch with the
matter and see how the sparrows are advane-
ing and they persuaded Captain White, a
prominent ornithologist in an honorary capa-.
city, to keep in touch and watch the advance
aleng the Transcontinental railway. During
the 12 months of his observations the spar-
rows have advanced from Port Auwgusta to
Tarcoola, a distance as the crow flies of 250
miles. Therefore it is only logical to suppose
that in the course of time if the sparrows arc
not checked at the varions stations they will
eventually get here, and that great natural
harrier which it was thought would stop the
rabbits from ever getting to this State will
be conquered by the sparrows in the same way
as the rabbits have overcome it. Ti is logieal
to assume the department could have got into
communieation with the officials along the



772

railway line and asked them to watch the in-
vasion of the sparrows amd have given some
notice. It is reasonable to suppose that a big
flight of sparrows would not get through but
a few stragglers might get through if some
steps are not taken. A gun and a few car.
tridges might prevent this. [ want to know if
the threatened invasion of this pest is to be
treated as the rabbit invasion wag treated,
and T want the nssurance of the Minister for
Agriculture that he will do his utmost and
take some responsibilify in this matter. In
speaking to the Agricultural vote, I wish to
draw the Committee’s attention t6 the mam-
agement of our wheat pools. I will take as
an illustration of the management of the pool
entirely the ability applied to that small pool
known as the Geraldton Wheat Pool. If the
information I have obtained from the files ap-
plies in the same proportion to the larger
pools, there is some justification for the fric-
tion that has existed between ounr Advisory
Committee and the manager of the wheat
scheme which eventually resulted in the re-
signation of Mr. Dean Hammond or his re-
fusal to aceept in nn advisory capacity any
further work in connection with the pools.
The total number of bags of wheat in this
pool was 3,050. The aequiring agents were
Ockerby & Co. who secured 1,600 hags, the
Victoria District Four Milling Co. 1,400, and
Dalgety and Co. who obtained 30 bags. In
connection with that scheme, an advanee of
1s. 6d. a bushel was made on delivery to the
acquiring agents and the pool being a small
one, should have been quickly realised. On
1st September, 1916 ——

The CHATRMARN: I have no desire to stop
the hon. member, but there is no item on the
Estimates dealing with the wheat pool.

Mr. MALEY: This is a general disenssion
of the Agrieultural Department.

The CHAIRMAN: Al right.

Mr. MALEY: On the 1st September, 1918,
the Vietoria District Flour Milling Company
purchased from the scheme 1,600 bags of that
wheat which had been aequired by Ockerby &
Co. for 2s. 4d. a bushel. On the 1st Novem-
ber, 1916, the wheat marketing commitiee
asked the Vietoria Flour Milling Company to
quote for the purchase of 4,260 bushels of
wheat held by them as acquiring agents as
well as for 88 bushels acquired by Dalgety &
Co. On the 7th November the officials of the
mill replied offering the committee 25 4d. a
bushel net, that is 2s. 4d. at the stack. On the
10th Janvary, 1917, the manager of the wheat
scheme telegraphed to the mill stating that
he considered it worth 3s. 94., that they were
willing to take 3s. 6d. rather than shift the
wheat from the mill where it was stacked. On
the 12th January, the mill wrote withdrawing
their offer of 21, 4d. and asking for instrue-
tions for delivery as the wheat had become
troublesome to the will—it had bheen stacked
there for 12 months—on account of weevils.
The manager of the scheme had asked them
to purchase the wheat right out—there was no
talk at any time of any negotiations with the
Geraldton mill for the gristing of the wheat—
the manager of the scheme asked if they
would purchase and asked for a quote, The
mill quoted at 2s. 44. and the manager subse-
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quently would not accept less than s, 6d., so
the mill wrote and told the manager that they
eould not sec their way to purchase at 3s. 6d.,
and they asked the manager for instructions
for delivery as the wheat was becoming a
nuisance to them. On the 15th January, 1817,
titc manager of the wheat marketiug commit-
tee telegraphed to the Geraldton mill, ‘* Please
consign to Northam wmill inferior wheat re-
ferved to in letter of 12th.?’ That is the
letter in which the milling company replied to
the manager stating that they could not ae-
cept the terms of the scheme to purehase. Ou
the 16th January the general manager’s draft
on the file to Thomas & Co., Ltd., at Northam
ig=2
[n eonfirmation of the arrangement made
with you over the telephone yesterday, the
15th, T issued telegraphic instructions to the
Victoria district mill to consign 2,000 hags
of inferior wheat to Northam for treat-
ment at the mill either on a gristing basis
of 6d. per bushel or alternatively at the
option of the scheme at a sclling price of
48, a bushel.
The ajternative of a selling price of 43 a
hushel is fixed in the Advisory Committee's
mind by the minutes of the meeting of the
committee of 19th July, which is as follows:—
The meeting recommends a further ad-
vance of 1s, per bushel be paid under pool
1915-16 and asked for an explanation of the
apparent difference between the anticipated
price of 4s. per bushel Northam for the
parcel sent from Geraldien to Northam mifl
and the amonnt of 3s. per bushel Geraldton
actually realised.
On the 2nd August the advisory committee’s
minutes stated that the ecommittee decided to
wait Mr. Sibbald’s—who was apparently away
from Perth at the time—return, for a satis-
factory explanation of the price realised. On
the same date of the meeting of the advisory
committee when they eould not get a report
from the manager who wag away, the commit-
fee ohtained a report from Mr. Child.

Point of Order.

The Minister for Agriculture: I rise to a
point of order. The hon. member is dealing
with the wheat pool which does not appear on
these Estimates, Tt is not a State matter but
a Federal matter, and we have nothing to do
with it in the Agricultural Department. I
should like to know whether we are discussing
the ramifications of the wheat pool or those of
the Agriculiural Department. If we arc dis-
cussing the wheat pool then there will he no
limit to the debate in regard to these natters.
I have always understood that in the general
discussion on deparitmental estimates, hon.
members could only discuss those general mat-
ters which the Estimates thmselves embrace.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The administration of
wheat pool. The Minister for the time being
tural Department, and some of the principal
officers of that department also deal with the
wheat pool. The Minister for the time being
controlling the department is the Minister con-
trolling the Wheat Board, and members ecan
deal with the administraiion of the wheat pool
when dealing with the administration of the
Agrieultural Department. The Under Secretary
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for Agriculture has previously had to carry on
communications with respect to the wheat pool,
as a branch of that department, and a great
deal of the work has to be done by the admin-
istrative officers of the department.

Mr. Maley: This is a loecal pool under the
Minister for Agriculture,

The Chairman: I have been asked to decide
a point of order,

The Premier: No officers in the Agricultural
Department are employed in the wheat pool
at all

Hon, W. (. Angwin: The TUnder Sscretary
of the department did some of the work.

Mr. JJobnston: There is an item on the Esti-
mates showing a recoup by the Commonwealth
of £500. I should like to know if this is a re-
coup in connection with some of our officers
regarding the operations of the wheat poold
If this is not the ease, for what reason do the
Commonwealth anthorities pay us £500? They
cught to pay something for the important ad-
ministrative work which they are getting, not
only from the Minister, but from the leading
officials connected with the Department of Ag-
riculture.

The Chairman: The member for Greencugh
is in order in discussing this matter.

Committee resumed,

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [5.50]: Tt ought
to be kept in mind that if the manager of the
Wheat Scheme had wanted the wheat gristed
intp flour, instead of dragging it all the way
from Geraldton to Northam, he could have en-
tered into negotiations with the Geraldton mill
and had it gristed there. Instead of doing that,
he only enters into the question of the purchase
of the wheat by the Geraldton Flour Mill. The
mill only offered 2s. 4d. a bushel for the wheat
but, as he wanted 3s. fid. a bushel, there was
no business done. The manager then simply
sends away to Geraldton and asks the mill to
transfer the wheat to Northam, becanse he had
a telephoniec communication from the Nertham
mill and intended to grist the wheat there. The
point in the mind of the Advisory Committee
was that the Northam mill had entered into a
contract to buy the wheat at 4s, a bushel at
Northam. Referring to the meeting of the Ad-
visory Committee on the 2nd August, when Mr.
Sibbald was away, the secretary of the hoard
reported to the committee that Mr. Child, who
was the inspector of agencies, had explained
that Mr. Sibbald had issued instructions that,
in order to arrange for a substantial and early
dividend on the supplementary pool, 3s, Ger-
aldton could be taken as sufficient for the pur-
pose of the payment of a dividend, as the price
that would be actually realised after all the
prodnets had been disposed of would not be
less than 3s., and possibly more. From the an-
swer to the question I asked in the House on
the early assembling of Parliament, it appears
that this peol has been practically finalised,
and that it has only realised altogether 2q. Gil.
per hushel. With eapable management the pool
could have realised at least another 6d. a
bushel for these unfortunate farmers who held
this class of wheat. On. the 3rd Avgust, 1917,
when Mr, Sibbald returned and the matter was
brought under his notice, he minuted to the
Honorary Minister (Hon. C. F. Baxter), under
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the heading of ‘“Geraldton Shrivelled Wheat,’’
as follows—

At the meeting of the Wheat Marketing
Advisory Committee held on Friday, 3lat
August, it was recomended, ‘‘That in view
of the correspondence between the scheme
and the mill, as disclosed by departmental
files, the Northam mill should be called
upon to pay for the inferior wheat gristed
ex Geraldton at the rate of 4s. per bushel,
Northam.

This is the recommendation of the Advisory
Committee, and it can be gathered that the
committee had fixed in their mind the ques-
tion of the wheat being sold to the Northam
mill at 4s. per bushel. The minute contin-
ues—
This advice is not wise, and if it were
s0, cannot now be followed. Unfortun-
ately, owing to my absence in the country
on Friday I could not attend the meeting.
Had I been present my explanation would
probably have affectcd the committee’s
opinion.  The circumstances of the case
are these: The Geraldton mill ohtained a
quantity of the iunferior wheat of season
1915-16, part of which was sold by my

predecessors to the mill at 2s. 44. per
bushel.
When the wheat was first delivered the

scheme sold wheat to the Geraldton mill ag
28. 4d. per bushel, but 12 menths after,
when the wheat had become weevil infested,
the scheme refused an offer of 2a. 4d, and
wanfed 3s. 6d. a bushel. They were quite
right in wanting more becaunse the wheat
was worth more, but it was worth more
than 2s. 4d. in the first place. The minute
continnes—
When the balance came to be disposed
of, T obtained a small sample from Mr.
Sutton, and estimated it to be worth
about 3s. 6d. as compared to F.A.Q. at
43. 9d. per bushel, Geraldton. I offered
it to the Geraldton mill at that figure.
They deeclined to accept, as they had a
perfeet right to do, and asked for inatrue-
tions for the removal of the wheat. As no
parcel of wheat ean be sotd and bought
satisfactorily by so small a sample, and is
subject, in any case, to adjustment on
delivery, and as it was eminently desir-
able to ascertain the true value of this
shrivelled wheat, I made an arrange-
ment with the Northam mill to grist this
wheat on account of the scheme. The price
of 45, was named as an alternative, be-
ing founded on the 3s. 6d. T had asked
from the Geraldton mill, plus the cost of
railage to Northam., Tt was not antici-
pated that 43. would he accepted by the
mill, nor was it, their letter of 24th Jan-
vary being an accepiance of the gristing
proposition enly. As a matter of fact,
the price T asked from Geraldton mill,
3s. 6d.. was realised by the wheat when
so gristed at Northam, in spite of the
delerinration due to the delay in despatch
to that mill. TUnder these circumatances
the advice of the Advisory Committee
cannot be acted upon, and it is, I think,
founded on & misinterpretation of the
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correspondence as disclosed by the de-

partmental files, (Sgd.) J. Sibbald, Gen-

cral Manager, Wheat Marketing Scheme.
The Honorary Minister, in reply, minuted
"to the general manager of the scheme on the
&th Scptember as follows:—

Referring to the decision of the Advis-
ory Board, items 4 and 6 of the agenda,
the committee desire that the Northam
miil should be called upon to pay 4s. per
bushel for inferior wheat ex Geraldton.
There is nothing on the file to support this
recommendation.

It is only reasonable to suppose, in the face
of business being conducted in this manner,
that the position of the members of the
Advisory Board would become absolutely
untenable. They were under the impres-
gion all through, in connection with the
business, that the wheat was heing trans-
forred to Northam for sale at 4s. per hushel;
but the Minister, in reply to the manager
of the scheme, states that there is nothing
on the file to suppert that recommendation.
I leave the matter to the Committee. If
that sort of business has appertained to the
conduet of a small pool containing only
3,000 bags of wheat, I think we have very
justifiable grounds for believing that there
is cause for serious apprehension in regard
to the management of the larger pool
Eventually this wheat realised 3s. 5%d. af
Northam, gross.

Mr. Willeoek: You say it should hive
realised more?

Mr., MALEY: It should have realised
morve. T1f the wheat was going to be gristed

by a mill, it should have been gristed in
Geraldton, where it was stacked at the local
mill, instead of being railed to Northam at
a cost of 44. or more per bushel. T think
the Geraldten mill was prepared to grist
the wheat at the same price as that charged
by Thomas & Co., of Northam. The pool
should have realised 3s. 3d. per bushel in-
stead of 2s. 6d. if this had been done from
the commencement.

Mr. Willcock: Do youn think that the Ger-
aldton Flour Mill wanted to make a profit?

Mr. MALEY: Certainly. In the first place
the Geraldton mill was asked to make an
offer for 1,600 bags of wheat held by Messrs.
Ockerby, Ltd. The offer of 2s. 4d.'a bushel
wag accepted. The wheat was worth more, but
the company was asked to quote for it and its
offer was accepted. When 12 months later the
manager of the scheme wanted 3s. 6d4. for
the same class of wheat which had deterior-
ated in the meantime, the Geraldton mill, hav-
ing emough work of its own to do, did not
want the business. At fhe same time T think
the company wonld have bheen prepared to
grist the wheat on the same terms as those on
which the Northam flour mill gristed it. Tf
the wheat had been gristed at Geraldton the
scheme would have saved the 4d. or 5d. per
bushel that it cost to rail it from Geraldton
to Northam, and the other charges incidental
thereto, T wish to know what the policy of
the Government is in regard to the adminis-
tration of the Yandanooka Estate. This sea-
son there were hetween 200 and 500 acres of
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crop which were fed off by eattle, although
there was a superabundance of feed all over
the estate. There was no necessity to put
stock upon the crop. It could have been left
for summer feed, because the c¢rop was ad-
jacent to water, and would have afforded very
good holding ground during the summer
months, [t was fed off when the grasses and
the remainder of the estate were practically
green, and had not dried up. This estate is
going back to serub, There has been no suck-
ering done during the past three or four years,
and all the rung country now is rapidly going
hack to its natural state. The department
have at the present time between 300 and
400 ecattle pasturing at Dandarragan, near
Moora, for which agistment is paid. This is
on account of the faet that Yandanooka was
g0 bally managed that the stock were allowed
to eat ouwt all the feed on the estate near
water during the winter months, feed which
could have been ntilised in the summer months.
Another matter is that some 18 months or
two years ago the department purchased a
fine Clydesdale stallion from the Chiet In-
speetor of Stock,

The Premier: The cattle at Dandarragan
are from the North-Weat,

Mr. MALEY: But they should be running
at Yandanooka, which is the depdt for the
stock.

The Premier: It will not carry all the
stock,
Mr. MALEY: With good management it

certainly will.

The Premier:
danooka mnow,

Hon, W. C. Augwin: Do you contend that
paying for agistment is waste of money?

Mr. MALEY: Yes, because of the recent
rains which have provided water. Tt is a faet,
however, that the Government have been agist-
ing stock at Dandarragan. With regard to
the Clydesdale stalliom, this animal was pur-
chased for considerably over £400.

The Minister for Mines: Where iz he?

Mr. MALEY: At Yandanooka.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order, we are not discussing the Yandanooka
estate, which comes under the heading of
‘‘Business Undertakings,’’ and appears in a
subsequent part of the Estimates.

Mr. Holman: What difference does it make
whether the hon. member discusses it now or
later? There have been teo many pointa of
order from the Ministerial bench.

The Premier: Yandanooka is partly under
one department and partly under another,
but it is speeially dealt with in ‘Business
Undertakings.”’

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member may
criticise the estate in connection with the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Mr. MALEY: The Clydesdale stallion to
which T was referring is too superior a type
of animal. He requires a special attendant
at Yandanocka, and it is an extraordinary
thing that the fee for his services was fixed
at ten goineas, which is more than is asked
for blood horses. Such a fee is ridiculously
high, and the object the Government had in
view could have bheen effected if a good ser-

All the cattle are at Yan-
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viceable utility anunal had heen bonght and
turned out in the paddocks rather than to
purchase an expensive horse for the purpose
of exhibiting him at shows. The fee for a
serviceable Clydesdale should not be more than
two or three guineas. The.affairs of this
estate are in anything but good order, and |
hope the Minister will do something to remedy
that condition of things. TIf the Government
made a bad hargain that fact should be ad-
mitted, and the estate shonld be thrown open
far selection.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [6.7]: The vote is
of such importance that no member shounld feel
any diffidence about speaking on it, particu-
larly if he cun make suggestions which are
likely to be of henefit to the industry. There
has heen nn greater necessity in the history
of the world than that which exists at the
present time for raising food supplies. The
making of munitions, the building of ships,
and the aetnal fighting have taken men away
from many avocations, and especially has this
heen the case in conmection with the agricul-
tural industry. Consequently, this industry is
languishing everywhere. The position so far
as food supplies in Europe are concerned pre-
sents & splendid opportenity for Australia to
come in and make good, an opportunity such
as has never before appeared. But with re-
garil to the industry in Western Australia, the
member for Kalgoorlie the other evening
quated figures to show that it is going bhack
rapidly, and it is in this connection that I
wish to speak, and to ask whether something
cannot be done in the way of reorganising the
industry, The Prime Minister of Great
Britain stated definitely not so long ago that
increased production from the plough was our
only hope. He said that whatever might be.
fall us in the future no Government wonld
ever again neglect agriculture. The war had
taught us that the preservation of this essen-
tial industry was as important a part of
national defence as was the maintenance of
the army and the navy. After that memorable
speech Canada set about on a ecampaign of
production and thrift. The Agricultural De-
partment, in conjunction with the Edueation
Department, condueted a campaign, and pro-
fessors and experts travelled thronghount the
country inculeating inte the minds of the
people the ideas of produection and thrift. T
have had handbooks sent to me Jealing with
every phase of the subject. Recently, too,
a Japanese statesman told the world that
whilst wheat would win the war, sheep would
save the world. He meant, T take it, mut-
ton and woel. So far as we are concerned,
this opens up an interesting problem. The
important fact is before us that we should
make the most of the opportunity which is
being presented to us in reorganising our
industries, in putting into operation every
factor which will bring about inerenged pro-
ducetion. The Royal Commission on Agricol-
ture has made a suggestion that a permanent
board of agrieulture, free from political con-
trol, should be constituted, to bring ahout a
continuity of policy.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The sucress of it
would depend on its personnel.
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Mr, GRIFFITHS: The time 15 opportune
for us to seriously consider this question. It
iz time we abandoned the haphazard methods
of the past, of one Agricultural Minister re-
placing another and upseiting the policy of
his predecessor.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But you have yvour
permanent officers all the time.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not know whether
hon. members have read the recommendations
of the Royal Commission,

ALr, Munsie: There has been no more glar-
ing case of want of continuity of policy than
that of the recent uprooting of the Bruns-
wick orchard,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Remembering the cowm-
plexity of the various probleins which face
Ministers for Agriculture when they take
oftice, problems beginning, perhaps with the
potato growers at Albany, extending through
the wheat belt, fruit growing, the possibilities
of the North-West, so cloquently descantel
upon by the hon. member for Gascoyue, and
the uncxploited tropical lands, the tariff and
a hundred and one other things, it is not to
e wondered at that there is not a continuity
of poliey.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr, GRTFFITHS: Before iea I was deal-
ing with the question of coatinuity of pelicy.
Many times when T have been speaking mem-
bers have interjected and asked for some con-
struetive criticism, and T have always endea-
voured to give the House the benefit of any-
thing eonstructive that suggests itsclf to me.
[ want members to histen to an idea which T
have in regard to the formation of a perma-
nent board of agriculture. [n the formation
of this board, the duties of the Minister for
Agriculture shonld be to obtain, supply, and
introduce any legislation which in the opinion
of the board of trustees is necessary. On
the permanent hoard of agriculiure each mem-
her should be appointed for five years expect-
ing to ensure continvity of policy, and it
would consist of (a} Mianister for Agriculture
as chairman, (b} a nominee of the associated
banks, (e) the managing trustee of the Agri-
cultural Bank, (d) three nominees of the
Farmers and Secttlers’ Asgociation represent-
ing wheat, sheep, fruit, and mixed farming,
(e) the managing trustee of the hoard of
agriculture. This board would meet twice, or
more often, during the year for onc week, and
would be paid aceording to the arrangements
made, but on directorship lines. The manag-
ing trustee would proctect the industry from
the whims and fads of Ministers, would allo-
cate supply for 15 years aecording to the de-
velopmental policy determined upon by the
board, to approve of working plants of agri-
cultural experts, and to keep himself au fait
with agricultural activities throughout the
world, such as development, marketing, ehip-
ping, bulk handling, and agricultural edueca-
tion, eteetera, while the agricultural experts,
inspectors, etcetera, would be under the direc-
tion of the board. The manager of the ex-
perimental State farms and agricultural col-
leges, cicetera, would carry cut, approved
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working plants, prepare preliminary working
plang, undertake all exeeutive work in their
own aphere, and to keep in direct touch with
the Agricultural Department, or preferably
with the managing trustee. Before adjourn-
ing for tea I heard interjections mnde in re-
gard to there being ne poverty in the country
distriets, and members pointed to the findings
of the Royal Commission of Agriculture in
support of their remarks. My experience is
that the man who is suffering from poverty
would not go before a Royal Commigsien to
advertise the fact. These men who are suf-
fering are generally very careful to keep in
the background. What is keeping a great
many men on the land to-day is the 9s. allow-
ance made by the Industries Assistance
Board. T have in my hand various papers
and reeeipts from the Industries Assistance
Board that have been given me. I asked for
them on behalf of a gentleman who is well
known in the House. He has had a very large
portion of his erop destroyed by rabbita. His
payments for water amount to £40, renis £50,
while for roads board rates he pays £3 4s.
8d., and his interest amounts to £21 11s. Gd.,
making a total of £114 16s. 2d. hefore start-
ing to pay wages, buy seed and other necessi-
ties. Again Mr. Mouritzen, a well known
hotel keeper in town gave evidence before the
select committee on rabbits, and he brought
under our notice the settlement that bas
taken place at Goomarin Rock. That gentle-
man has invested some £7,000 on his property
for his sons, Two boys have gone to the
Front, one has been killed and the other is
now ‘‘doing his bit’’ in the trenches. After
aix years Mr, Mouritzen has arrived at the
conclusion that wheat farming in that dis-
trict is not a suecess. Near by is another sct-
tler named Gibson, who has practically been
eaten out by the rabbits. There are eight or
ten setilers in the Goomalling district fight-
ing under almost impossible conditions, and
the question now arises in my mind, rather
than pay 9s. a day would not the department
save money by bringing these men in and
placing them on land not so far removed. A
man named Gordon, of Kondinin, is remaining
on his block by receiving the allowance which
is paid to him. Another man pamed Trevor,
of Mt, Marshall, came to town this week.
He may not be in abject poverty, but he is in
a bad way. Those who say there s no
poverty amongst the agriculturists in this
State are stating what is contrary to fact. I
want to bring under the notice of members
one important loss which has accrued to the
settlers. T refer to the large mortality which
oceurs amongst farmers’ horses. Mem.bel:s
may not think this a big matter, but it is
thought so important by the Royal Agricul-
tural Commission that they presented a special
interim report to those concerned, directing
attention to this particular. No one seems to
realise the great mortality there is amongst
farmers’ horses. 1 have approached the At-
torney General and the Premier to see if
something cannot be done by an amendment
of the Veterinary Burgeons Act, and I find
that nothing can bhe done, so they say. At
Bruce Rock during the past four years any-
thing between 160 and 200 horses have died
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through the want of veterinary skill in that
district,

Mr. O’Loghlen:
there.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, and that man has
done excellent work. I do not know what the
loss has been but when we reckon horses at
£25 a bead it will be seen that there has been
2 great loss in that regard, anything between
£4,000 and £5000. To allow such a state of
things to continue is bad for the farmers and
a disgrace to the authorities. There is a
settler at Bruece Rock, T refer to Mr. Lander,
who was a member of this House, whose vet-
erinary skill is beyond question. He haa
given 89 days and in many cases nights at-
tending to the sickness amongst farmers’
horses. He gives attention and advice free
on his own farm as well, and he has given
leetures on many occasions to the farmers,
He has offered, if the settlers or the Govern-
ment would erect a shelter on his farm,
to treat horses there it the feed for the
horses 18 supplied. Mr. Lander has now come
to the end of his tether. T know the Govern-
ment sent a paltry £5 worth of drugs, but
that went nowhere and he has practically got
to that stage when he cannot afford to go
about attending to other persons’ horses, as
he has been doing, and is still doing. I do
not know why something cannot be done to
place him under the Veterinary Surgeons Aect.
When [ was in the Old Country on my uncle’s
farm, if a horse or a cow or any animal was
taken ill, we had a veterinary surgeon to go
to, and there was also what is called a farrier
in the town and we invariably went to the
farrier because he was inore skilful than the
veterinary surgeon. We can alter the Dent-

They have a good man

ists Aect and the Legal Practitioners Ack
and other Acts, but it seems strange to
me that we ecannot amend the Veterinary

Surgeons Aect so as to provide some means by
which suech men as I have mentioned could
attend to settlers’ horses, T have another
man in my mind, Mr. Hegarty, of Kwolyn,
whe is capable. but who i3 not allowed
to practise. IHe may do the work for
nothing but he cannot afford to do that,
I do not know where Messrs, Weir &
Co.’s objection come in. If it was owing to
the shaking up that Mr. Lander gave to those
gentlemen over the tuberculesis and swine
fever trouble—as T am given to understand—
if that is trve, it is » shameful reason, I shall
endeavour to see if some amendment ecannot be
brought forward to make these men’s services
available and extend their sphere of usefulness
in the country districts.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [7.43]: I feel
a3 the member representing the great South-
West that it would ill-become me if I did not
give some expression of my views in connee-
tion with that vast territory. “When we think
that the development of that territory is part
and parcel of the policy of the Gavernment,
we should look into the votes and see what we
can do in regard to them. When we lock at
the vote for Agricnlture we find with regard
to the Government Pathologist, that we have
lost in this State the services of one of the
best men in Australia, and T think the junior
officer who had replaced him and who was
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working in conjunetion with the (Government
Analyst, is also leaving the State. Therefore
1 hope the Minister will be able to throw some
light on this important question when he
speaks. It has turned out that, insteasl of
economy heing effected by the loss of the ser-
vices of these officers, an additional expense
has Dbeen involved in providing extra accom-
modation in the Governmment Analyst’s office.
In regard to the development of the South-
West, there is' on the Estimates a sum for the
provision of a Commissioner. But instead of
having a C(ommisgioncr conversant with the
various phases of agriculture in the South-
West we have at present a gentleman who was
appointed, in the first instance, Commissioner

of the Wheat Belt. In their interim report
the Royal Commission on Agrieulture have
said—

Action in the past, which kept the wheat
expert of the department busy in the City,
ingtead of attending to the duties for which
he was presnmably engaged (i.c., instructing
the farmer in the best methods of cereal
growing), was certainly a grave mistake,
Recommendation: (a) That the methods of
this  department should he reorganised.
Lectores should be foliowed up by practical
demonstration by ecompetent fiell officers
working among and in eonjunction with the
farmer.

If we are to properiy develop the South-West
it must be by the use of expert, competent
men. In the past we have had experts who
devoted most of their time to lecturing in the
City and in the various towns. Instead of this
we should provide experts who are also com-
petent farniers to visit various properties and
give private illustrations of the hest farming
method®.
Mr. Smith: Do you
State Farm a failure?
Mr. PICKERING: Ahsolutely. I have not
visited that farm, bnt from the reports of
various practical farmers who have been there
I am of opinion that the farm has not been
run in the best interests of the State. Person-
ally, T am in favour of converting it into a
stud farm for dairying purposes. This, I am
sure, would result in considerable advantage to
the dairying industry. I think also the various
State farms should be used as a means of edu-
cating returned soldiers anxious to go on the
Iand. There must be an interval between the
return of those men from the Front and their
acquiring of properties, and this interval, I
" think, could well be spent studying agrievlture
at a State farm. Certain Ministers have com-
plained that membera put too many questions
to the various departments. But T take it mem-
bers do mnot evolve questiona out of idle curi-
osity. T will refer to the question of the Bruns-
wick State orchard, not with any feeling of
antagonism towards the Minister controlling
the orchard, but hecanse I honestly believe that
some serious mistake was made in the hasty
eradication of that orchard. Some time ago I
asked the Minister, had any alternative course
been considered before uprooting the orchard.
The answer was '‘Yes.”” But what that alter-
native ecourse wag we were not teld. It is cur-
rently rumoured that a certain farmer was pre-
pared to pay £300 per annum for the orchard,

deem the Brunswick
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This was even published in the Press. I have
also been informed that an offer was made to
purchase the Brunswick State Farm,

Hon, F. E, 8. Willmoit (Honorary Minis-
ter): Do you know who made the offer?

Mr. PICKERING: XNo.

The Colonial Treasurer:
made to me.

Mr, PICKERING: One of the main reasons
given for the eradieation of this orchard was
that the soil was not suitable. That has been
endorserll by the Minister. We were told that
there was die-back in the orchard, and that
it was owing to the unsuitability of the soil.
But we know that die-back is eommon all over
the State.

Ton. R. H. Uniderwood (Honorary >Minis-
ter): Tt is mot a fruit growing distriet where
die-back occurs,

Mr. PICKERING: Xow we get a new
reason, We are told that this orchard &id mot
flourigsh because the climate was against it,
that the coastal climate is not suited to fruit
growing. But Brunswick is not on the coast at
all.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott {(Honorary Miuis-
ter): It is on the coastal plain.

Mr. PICKERING: If the fruit industry is
to be condemned on account of climatie in-
fluences, many districts in which the industry
is at present being suceessfully carried on will
be doomed. We have been officially told that
the orcharil was five years and six years old. It
is not fair to judge an orchard on five years or
six years growth, We cannot expect an orchard
to come to full bearing within that period, We
were told that the Honorary Minister and Mr.
Wickeng spent two days in going through the
orchard, and had decided to root it up, Ap-
parently, they judged the orchard on this year’s
bearing, Yet it is known to al) fruitgrowers in
the South-West that this year has not been a
fair eriterion. All stone fruits have been prac-
tieally a failure, and Mr. Ecclestone, of Boy-
anup, has lost 100 stone fruit trees this year
through excessive wet., Therefore, clearly, it
was not fair to judge the Brunswick State or-
chard on this year’s bearing.

The Colonial Treasurer: Is it fair to go on
spending a thousand a year in those circum-
stanees?

Mr, PICKERING: I think a thousand a year
an excessive estimate to fix for an orchard of
that acreage.

Hon. T. E. 8. Willmott {Honorary Minie-

T wish it bad heen

ter): Tt is not an estimate; it is the actual
cost.
Mr. PICKERING: Then somebody is at

fault, probably the manager of the orchard.
We kunow that they had one manager for the
orchard and another for the farm, just as they
had separate plant, separate horses, etc., for
the farm and for the orchard. T think there
must have heen something wrong with the or-
chard if the place was costing a thousand a
year. Yet we are not told that the manager
was removed.

Hon. F. B. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Three managers have been removed, one
after another. The department was blaming
the managers instead of the orchard.

Mr. PICEKERING: I think some new system
should be adopted by the department in regard
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to the opening up of the South-West, 1t is
evident that the virgin country down there is
an almost impossible proposition for any man
without extensive means. In considering the
appointment, which I hope the Minister pur-
poses to till, T trust he will take into considera-
tion an entirely new scheme for develeping the
South-West. We bhave down there vast areas
not yet touched. If we are to give the sattiers
a chance of making good, we must go in for
a new scheme, and I feel that the solution lies
in providing partially improved farms, Of
course it will take some years to put this gcheme
into effect, but T am sure it will be found to0 be
the best of all. I hope the Honorary Minister
in charge of this department will take into
consideration the urgent necessity for giving
effect to some of the promises made by the
Premier to open up the South-West. I de-
gire to congratulate the Premier uvpon initia-
ting the policy of bacon factorics on the co-
operative system. It will be my endeavour to
get the people within my electorate at Bussel-
ton to take advantage of this preposition, and
start a co-operative bacon factory in conjunetion
with the hutter factory that is about to be
opened on Saurday nest.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [8.1]: I wish to
bring under the notice of the Committee the
waste of mouey to the State due to the work
of the Royal Commission appointed in connec-
tion with the agricultural industry., When we
find a report of these dimensions, and consider
the cost of printing, and other expenditure, we
must come to the conclusion that this Reoyal
Commission tonstitutes a waste of money.

The CHAIRMAN: This question comea un-
der the Estimates of the Colonial Treasurer,
and an opportunity will be offered the hon.
member ‘of discussing it when we remch those
Estimates, In the meantime I think we had
better confine ourselves o matfers which are
before the Chair.

Mr, FOLEY: Atlthough I do not wish to
question your ruling, Sir, I desire to speak on
the report of this Commission as it affects the
agricultoral industry. '

The CHAIRMAN: Order.

Mr. FOLEY: T have no wish to waste the
time of the House in this matter, and will deal
with it later. The member for York brought
up the question of veterinary work in this
State. I think I am right in speaking upon
that question, because there is an item con-
nected with it which comes into the Estimates
of the Agricultural Department. There are
many farmers and others in the State who at
present are suffering some injustice through
a snfficient number of veterinary officers not
being available for them,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minister) :
Many of the veterinary surgeons have gone to
the war,

Mr. FOLEY: I know that. 'There is one
gentleman to whom T wish particularly to re-
fer, and that is Mr. Titus Lander, who at one
time represented the Fast Perth electorate in
this Chamber. FEveryone who knows that gen-
tleman knows what pood work he has done in
regard to the care of horses, which have been
suffering either from disease or from injuries
due to ill-treatment. Mr, Lander i8 now in the
Bruce Rock district, and although in most
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straitened ecireumstances, is making use of
moncy, which he should be putting into the
development of his farm, in assisting farmners
in the locality with their stock. I do contend
that a greater amount should be set apart on
the kistimates to provide for more veterinary
officers than there are now in the State, if
only for the purpose of looking after the stock
which has been supplied by the Government
until such time as it has been paid for by
the farmers using it.

Mr. Sinith: In their own interests,

Mr., FOLEY :; Exaetly. Mr, Lander made an
application to come under the Veterinary Act,
but owing to his own honesty he was not per-
mitted to do so. When he went before the
veterinary board, which is a very close corpora-
tion, he was representing the Kast Perth elec-
torate in Parliament, and when asked if he
was making his living out of veterinary work,
he replied in the negative, and explaine:d that
he was a member of Parliament. He was
honest in his reply, although at the time hLe
was representing this electorate he was speund-
ing a very large proportion of his Parliamen-
tary salary in prosecuting his good work, Lut
the result of kis honesty was that he did not
become a registered veterinary surgeon. I re-
member seeing him in Albany on one occa-
sion indulging in the pastime that we were all
indulging in, and leaving that pastime in order
to assist o man who was in trouble with a horse
which had been burued by fire. Mr, Lander has
made a practice of spending every penny he
could get, which we others usually spend in
sport and amusement, in the interest of horses,
and the men who own them. His knowledge of
veterinary work i3 equal, if not superior, to that
found in most certificated veterinary surgeons
in this State, and yet becanse of the absolute
honesty of the man and because of the law of
the land being what it is to-day, he is not a
registered veterinary surgeon. The war has
taken out of the State nine-tenths of our veter-
inary surgeons. No doubt they are wanted at
the front, and we should say nothing against
the departure of these men. WWhen a farmer
sends a horse to a veterinary hospital in Perth,
although over the door there may be the name
of a certificated veterinary surgeon, in most
cases it is an uncertificated man who really
does the work. I question whether there is any
veterinary hogpital in Perth in which most of
the work is not dome by registered men.
Mr. Bates is in a veterinary hospital, and un-
registered, and the man who employs Mr. Bates
is a fully qualified man. T venture to say that
if we took away from the veterinary surgeons
the work of filing horses’ teeth they would
not be able to make a living out of the other
work that is left. 1t is their practice to go to
the farmers and tell them that their horses’
teeth need filing, and thev charge whatever
they can get out of them for doing the work,
This is how most of these inen earn a living.
In my opinion a great deal more skill is re-
quired in the filing of horses’ teeth than is
possessed by a great many men now doing the
work, [If the Government can in any Way as-
sist men who, like Mr. Lander, are doing so
much good in their distriets, it is their duty to
do it. Tt is also their Aduty to look after their
own assets, such as the horses which have keen
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given to farmers, or have been purchased by
gettlers out of the money they have had
from the Agricultural Bank or the Industries
Asggistance Board. Mr, Lander and others like
kim, because of the peculiar regulations gov-
erning veterinary surgeons, men who are just
as sineere and perhaps just as good at their
work as, if not better than, registered veter-
nary surgeons, are debarred from giving to
the farmers the assistance which they wonld
otherwise be able to give. If there is a man
in a district like Mr. Lander the Government
should provide him with sufficient drugs and
instruments to enable him to carry on this
good work, and should remunerate him in some
way for the Joss of time incurred in carrying
out these speeial duties, especially when they
involve taking him off his holding. I am
very sincere over this matter. The Govern-
ment should keep an eye on the men who do
not understand the eare of horses, and should
also safeguard the interests of the taxpayers
of the State by looking after their own seecur-
ity.  The regulations governing veterinary
surgeons in the State should be altered in the
direetion I have indicated. It is a farce for
any member or Minister to say that the Act
cannot be altered. We can de anything in
this Chamber if we can get a majority with
us. It is only necessary to alter three words
of the Act to carry out what I helieve ahould
be done.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: There is another Cham-
ber which might block us.

Mr. FOLEY: T am certain that a majority
of members in another place would be heartity
in favour of granting licenses to sueh men
as T have mentioned. [ wish to voice my pro-
test against Parliamentary inaction relative
to the Veterinary Surgeons Act. In my
opinion, if the Government do not come to the
assigtance of Mr. Lander, it is up to the far.
mers residing in the distriets which he visits,
to do something for bim on his farm in return
for the kindly humanitarian werk he has done
for them. If we had in this eountry more
men of the ealibre of Mr. Lander, our live
stoek would be in betier condition. I wish
to emphasise that the only thing standing in
Mr. Lander’s way is that word ‘‘registered’’
in the Veterinary Surgeons Act,

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister—Nelson) [8.17]: Whilst listening
to the ohservations of the member for Sussex,
I was somewhat surprised at the absolute lack
of knowledge he displayed while dealing with
the vexed question of the Brumswick State
orchard. Te said that he had heard this, and
that he believed that. But this is the place
for facts. XLet the hon. member come along
with facts.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The hon. member has to
get information.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
igter): T shall now pgive the Committee some
facts.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is what the private
memhers of the Committee want, TIf you
had piven the facts at the outset, it would
have saved much debate.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Henorary Min-
ister}: T have some knowledge of orchard
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work. The late Fruit Industries Commis-
sioner, Mr. Moody, evidently considered that
I knew something of the subject, that I knew
how to grow an orchard, and that I knew how
to make an orchard produce fruit—which is
the object of an orchard; not to grow wood,
but to grow fruit. I hold in my hand a pam-
phlet published by the late Fruit Industries
Commigsioner, on every page of which, hon.
members will see if they care to look, appears
my name and appear photographs of ome or
more of my orchards. That is to say, om
every full page. The late Fruit Industries
Commissioner inserted these photographs in a
pamphlet which was to be distributed through-
out Australia and the Old Country. He in-
serted them hecause be wanted to show how
orchards should be grown, because he wanted
to show that fruit grown in Western Ans-
tralin was second to none in the world. It was
for those reasons he published photographs
of my orchards and of my fruit.

Mr. H. Robinson: That dees not say much
for the rest of the orchards.

Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT {Hounorary
Minister): There speaks absolute ignorance
Let me add that T have had the pleasure
and the pride of winning the eup presented
for the hest orchard in the Nelson district;
and the Nelson distriet does not take a
back seat even to Mount Barker in the mat-
ter of production of fruit.

Mr. H. Robinson: Mount Barker fruit has

brought 63s. in London. Can you equal
that ¥
Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary

Minister): Yes, and beat it.

Mr. H. Bobinson: You have never done
it.

Hon, F, E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): My orehard won the cup as be-
ing the most productive, the best conducted,
the cleanest, and the best pruned in the
Nelson distriet. That is naturally the or-
ehard which would be chosen by the Fruit
Industries Commissioner for the purpose of
being photographed to show what Western

Australia can aceomplish in the way ‘of
fruitgrowing.
Mr. H. Robinson: For the purpose of

pleasing the Honorary DMinister.

Hon. P. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): Was T a Minister in 1913% The
hon. member should go back into his native
swamps. Now, here is a map, prepared
by the late Fruit Industries Commissioner,
showing the lands suwitable for the growing
of varions fruits. Flon. members on look-
ing at that map will see that the Brunswick
district is marked as unsoitable for apples,
pears, and other fruits of that kind. T say
it is an extraordinary thing to find a hunge
orchard, like this Brunswick State orchard,
planted on land declared by the Fruit Tn-
dustries Commissioner himself to be onsuit-
able for orchard purpoges. He advised
other people not to plant in that lecality.
That was sound advice indeed. So much
for that aspect.

Member: The Brunswick State orchard
was planted for the purpose of secientific ex-
periment.
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Hon, . E. 8. WILLAMOTT { Honorars
Minister): Nothing of the kind. I have
heen charged with acting hastily in this
matter. Let me say that before uprooting
the orchard T spent two days at the Bruns-
wick State farm with Mr. Wickens, the
Chicf Inspector of Fruit Industries. More-
over, I had watched that orchard for three
Yyeara,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The act was premeditated,
then.

Heon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): I visited the orchard with the
late Fruit Industries Commissioner in Aug-
ust last, and 1 told him then that [ did not
like the look of it. I said, ‘‘The orchard
is costing £1,000 a year, and you arc now
coming along for morc money to put in
concrete drains and other things. The ex-
penditure, in my opinion, is not warranted.
What is the revenue going to be?’’ He
replied that he expected the proceeds would
cover all working expenses. I said, ‘‘That
is £1,000 a year. It is absurd; it cannot
he done. l.et us lave something final here.
1 want bedrock. WWhat do you think the
orchard can produce?’”’ Mr. Moody reiter-
ated that the proceeds of the orchard would
suffice to cover working expenses.  After
thinking it over, however. he cut the amount
of profit down to £300. There is a hit of a
fall—from £1,000 to £300. Still, 1 was not
of the same opinien as Mr. Moody. T again
went down to the orchard and had a look
round, and I was disgusted with it, dis-
gusted to think that £5,000 of the State’s
money had been flung away in this fashion.
However, I did nothing hastily. I went
through the orchard carefully. T had a laok,
not only at the surface, but at the subseil—a
subsoil which, in many places, T mean in
that paddock, within two inches of the
surface, and is a hard subsoil, 2 hard
pan. I went round the orchard with
Mr. Wickens, who will be conceded, by
cveryone who knows him, the be the
man for the position he ig holding to-day.
I said to Mr. Wickens, ‘‘Now, what is vour
opinion here?¥ Can we do anything with this
orchard? TIs there anything we can do to
make this a profitable proposition for the
State? If it cannot be made a profitable com-
merecial proposition, ¢an we use it for demon-
stration purposes?’’ Mr. Wickens replied,
*‘The orchard is only demonsirating the fact
that this class of soil is unswnitable for an
orchard; and T think the country has already
paid sufficient for such =2 demonstration as
that.”” T asked, ‘“Can we use it in any way
whatever for the benefit of the fruitgrowers?’’
He answered, 1 regret that T ean offer no
suggestion by which this orchard can be made
of service to the fruitgrowers, except as re-
gards demonstrating to them the inadvisa-
hility of planting orchards of this deseription
in such a soil as this and in sueh a locality
as this.’? Thereupon I had an estimate made
of the fruit in the orchard. T am sorry to say
it has heen stated in the Press hy people who
are not sure of their facts, that the manager
then in charge of the orchard went round
pelling the fruit off the trees. A letter from

that man is on the departmental file, and T
have a copy of it here. He characterises the
statement that he pulled the fruit off the trees
as a deliberate lie, and says that he did no-
thing of the sort. When one comes to think
of it, why should the man holding the posi-
tion of manager of the orchard do something
to assist in getting himself out of the job?
Is it feasible? Is it likely? Is it not too
childish even to be considered? The manager
made an estimate of the fruit, and that esti-
mate was 278 bushels of mixed froit and 1,400
pounds weight of pgrapes. That is to say,
there would Le £22 werth of fruit if it all
ripened—&22 worth of fruit if it all came to
maturity. Some little time ago I informed
hon, members that £44 worth of produce had
been sold off that orchard, and that the bulk
of the £44 was represented by houney. Honey!
i have already deseribed as an absgolute fabri-
cation the statement of JMr. Conner that the
trees were laden with luscious fruit when he
visited the orchard. The man who was in
charge of the orchard at that time makes, in
his letter, the following declaration:—

In regard to Mr. Connor’s statement that
the trees were loaded with luscious fruit in
season, I can ouly say that Mr. Connor came
ta me with Mr, Clarke and a lady the day
hefore the sale at the State farin and asked
me if T could find them a bit of fruit of
any sort, and I had to say | was sorry 1 -
bad unothing. I found a few dried-up
loquats, and 1 also gave him four oranges !
had bought myself as T came through Har-
vey in the train.

I strongly ohject to anyone who has oceupied
snch an hononralle position as that of Agri-
cultural Commissioner for the South-West of
this State trying, deliberately trying, to mis-
lead the people of Western Australin, I ask
hon, members who know anvthing at all about
orchards, what luscious fruit s obtainable in
an orchard at that time of the year—Novem-

her? One could not get even pig melons at
that season. The only fruits which pglistened
in the State orchard during Mr. Connor’s

-visit were fruits which plistened in his imag-

ination. As on a previous occasion | stated
in this Chamber, certain trees have been left
in the orchard for certain purposes. The vines
remain. bhecause they are good types of vines;
and [ have given instructions that every care
is to be exercvisell in looking. after them, so
that the cuttings may be distributed amongst
those vignerons who want them. The fig
trees remain heeause they are a special kind
of fig which is necessary for the propagation
of the wasp that is needed for the growth of
certain species of figs.

Hon. W, . Angwin:
where.

Hon, F. B. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): The hon. member interjecting may
think so, but he iz wrong. Next, as regards die-
back, The trees were badly affected with die-
hack, and nothing that could be done was left
wndone to cure them, The late Fruit Tndustries
Conmissioner himself—Ilet hon. members mark
this—pruned those trees every year, with Mr.
Wickens, Why? Because he knew there was
dic-back in the trees and somcthing had to be

They will grow any-
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done. How else eoulil it be done but hy putting
four tons of lime in to the acre?

Mr. H. Robinson: You de not prune to stop
die-hack.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTET (Honorary Min-
ister): Oh! Here is another would-he expert
at the orchard game which T have been en-
gaged in for 17 years.

Mr. H. Robinson: I cannot learn anything
from you on the subject.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): ©WNo, because the hon. member ig too
wrapped up in his own opinions. These trees
were prumed by Mr. George Wickens, trees
which had had four tons of lime te the acre,
fertilisers of every deseription, green crops
Manted there every year, underground drains
put in anl every pessible thing done for them
to make them grow. Yet they would not grow.
Those tree, five and six years old, were an eye-
sore in the orchard. Fracture was tried, but the
resnlt of that is that a series of cups is formed
in which the water lodges and the trees die
fuicker.

Mr. Harrison:

hard -pan?
" " Hon, F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : If the trees are in a hard bed, by blast-
ing through that, it is possible to do what you
want, hut if there is only one bar, that bar can
he blasted and the water can drain away, But
in this orchard if the whole thing bhad been
blown heavens high the degired effect would
not have been obtained. T have pointed out
that this orchard was inspected by the Chief
Froit Tnspector, Mr. Breen, a competent offi-
cer, and that it was reported on by the man-
ager at the time, Mr. Rhodes. Tt was also re-
ported on by Mr. Loaring, who is one of the
chief cominercial fruit growers in this State,
Mr. Loaring said my action was justified. Not
content with that, however, people wrote to the
Press and said that if the opinion of Mr, Price
of the famous Illawarra orchard, was obtained,
the iconoclastic action of the Minister would
he roundly condemned. YWhat does Mr. Price
say? Does he condemn me root and branch for
doing this? Is there any hon. member who has
the temerity to set his opinion against that of
Mr. Price? Fven the member for Alhany (Mr.
M. Robinson} dare not do so, and that hon.
member would sct his opinion against any-
hody ’s. 1 invited Mr. Price to go down there
and T told him that I wanted him to look at
the trees which had been left, and to report on
the suitahility of the site for an orchard and
to give me his opinion generally. This is what
My, Price says—

Ag requested, I have inspected the State
orchard at Brunswick and I beg to report
as follows:—THaving had nearly nine yvears’
experience in Western Australia as a nur-
seryman and orchardist in exactly the same
vlags of soil and climatiec conditions, I ean
say without hesitation that the Brunswick
orchard is no good, either as a commercial
proposition or as an experimental plot. My
reason for saying that it cannot be made a
payable proposition is that there are too
many varieties of fruit, and any practical
fruit grower cam see at a glance what a
hopeless position it is when they study the

What is the depth of the
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list below,

of apples—
Great seoi! Just imagine 142 varieties of
apples, when we have been experimenting here
for the past 30 years and have bound the num-
ber down to a dozen varietics, and declared
that anything outside that number would be
useless. The report goes on—

Sixty-four varieties of peaches, 49 varieties

of plums, 46 varieties of pears, 27 varieties

of apricots, and 14 varieties of oranges.
Talk abont a heterogeneous collection. Notbing
like it has ever been seen anywhere,

Hon, T. Walker: The fruits were dried and
exhibited.

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Hounorary Min-
ister): Yes; they looked very well dried, The
hon. member knows something about that little
transaction. The froits were exhibited as hav-
ing been grown in the State orchard. They
were never grown there. They were brought
down from JMr. Loaring’s orchard and the
rules aml regulations were contravened by the
Inte Commissioner so as to get the stuff down,
and then it was exhibited as the produet of
the State orchard. The whole c¢ountry was
hoodwinkerd over this business. The report goes
on— .

In addition, there are almonds, figs, cherries,

walnuts, persimons, and grapes. Anyone

wha could handle this mixture at a profit
would be nothing short of superhuman.

Hon. T. Walker: Experimental,

Hen. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Who would experiment to the tune of
142 varieties of apples?

Hon. T. Walker: Why not?

Hon, F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : T.et me quote further from the report—

The reason why it is no good as an experi-

mental orchard ig that the soil and climate

are nnsuitable. The three chief fruits planted
are apples, pears, and FEuropean pluma.

These would not grow even if the soil were

suitable; the climatic conditions are unfav-

ourable; the trees mever get a proper rest
owing to the very mild winters.

Mr. Green: You are condemning the whole
of the South-West.

Hon. P. F. 3. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I am doing nothing of the sort, and
the hon, memher should be ashamed of himself
for making such a statement. I inspected an
orchard in the neighbourhood of Bullshrook re-
cently, where 100 acres of fruit trees had been
put in, but on account of the unsuitable eoil
and the unsuitable climatic conditions the trees
were heing rooted out as quickly as possible,
beeause out of that 100 acres no fewer than
1,750 trees died last year.

Mr. Green: That is a bad advertisement for
the State.

Hon. T. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
igter) : Nothing of the kind. We should not
grow apples on unsnitable soil when we have
hundreds of thousands of acres of the best or-
chard Jand in the world. The report goes on—

There is a peculiar behaviour of the apples

grown on these coastal plains, where the

winter temperature is so mild, and that is
the blooming and froiting out of seasen,

The second blooms appear about the tima

the first fruit is half-grown, and the third

There are planted 142 varieties



bloom when the second crop is about quar-
ter grown. None of these apples are worth
as much as the fruit grown in the hills, the
Blackwood, or Mt. Barker districts, and
they generally realise at the markets from
1s. to 2s. G6d. a ease less; in faet the best
buyers will not buy them, The soil at the
orchard is quite unsuitable; the good sur-
face soil ig very shallow, lying on an unkind
conglomerate subsoil, quite unfit for plant
life. This kind of soil remains too wet and
eold, and I should think that it is in this
condition for fully seven months of the year,
Herewith is enclosed on a scparate sheet of
paper a sketch of two trees. No, 1 is a fair
sample of hundreds of trees grubbed up at
Brunswick. You will notice it shows die-
back and has very few fruit spors. The
roots are growing up towards the surface
with no fibre or feeding roots. Trees try-
ing to grow like this can never be profit-
able; in fact they are slowly dying.

And yet many people wrote to the newspapers

and said that there was no die-back. The

sketch which accompanies the plan shows how
the roots of a tree should go. Hon. members
will see on the first sketeh the roots of the
unfortunate tree struggling and striving to
grow. They go down a few inches and rise
again to the surface to sucl up the little bit
of fertiliser which has been put there from
time to time, and the lime which #3 on the
surface of the soil. That is all those unfor-
tunate trees had to live on. Then Mr. Price
refers to sketch No. 2 in these words—
8Sketch No. 2 shows the tree growing in
the right kind of soil, with climatie condi-
tions favourable to its proper development.
Please note the Qifference. This tree has
ne die-back; it is full of fruit spurs; the
roots growing down into the subsoil in a
patural way, with plenty of fibre or feeding
roots, I have sketched these two trees to
enable you to see at a glanee how hopeless
it is to tery and grow trees at Brunswick.
T feel sure that you have taken a step in
the right direction in grubbing up the or-
chard, and the people of the State owe their
t.h'mks to you.

I shall be pleased to receive those thanks—
I hope people who contemplate planting in
the coastal area will take a friendly bint
and not plant apples, pears, or plums; even
if the soil is good they will never be profit-
able. What I mean by the coastal area is
all that land between Perth and Bunbury
and between the hills and the coast.

That is my opinion also.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Are you going to close the

Brunswick farm?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : Yes, for fruit-trees. Anyone who
has seen the beantiful subterranean clover

waving there will know that that farm ecan
be made a good proposition for the purpose
for which it is suited, but it is not suited for
growing apples.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Between Perth and Bun
bury and hetween the ranges and the sea there
are hundreds of orchards that are profitable.
There are many at Pinjarra.

-

Hon, F. K, 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : Of course, but Pinjarra is inland
and miles from the sea. 1 am speaking of
the coastal country. Mr. Price goes on—

The Agriculfural Department should do

all in their power to see that prospective

fruitgrowers should get into the right lo-
cality to grow fruit. Apricots, peaches,
nectarines, oranges, lemons, and Japanese
plung can be grown sueceessfully in the
coastal area provided sheltered spots, with
good soil are selected. You did quite right
in grubbing up the drying grapes; the situ-
ation is too far mouth to produce a good
dried article. There are several rows of

Almeria and Flame Tokay grape vines that

are very hadly affected with Anthracuose

which I would recommend to be grubbed up.
He wants to go further than I do—
Some of the oranges and lemon trees be-
low the manager’s house are on very unsuit-
uble soil, and should be grubbed up, The
sour conglomerate subsoil is very near the
surface and will soon kill them,
That was exactly what I said to Mr, Wickens,
the fruit inspector. I said, ‘I will leave them
as a proof that if we had left the rest they
wouid have died.

The ten varieties of apples which you have

left growing are all, with the exeeption of

two varieties, suffering from die-back,
I know what people are. 1 know that they
delight in finding fault, but we have the a¢-
tual proof there and that is why I left those
trees, so that people who wanted to find fault,
who wanted to disprove my assertion, ecould
go to the orchard before coming here and lay-
g down the law, or before flying into priat,
they could go there and have the proof.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We have never seen You
annoyed hefore.

Hon. I, E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): I am not annoyed. The report
goes on—

But as they are on the best soil, on the

highest ground—
That is also why I left them, so that people
who wanted to find fault eould not say that
the trees were left in the worst spot. I left
them in the lest spot.

They may last some years and provide

cnough fruit for the homestead.
That is the report of Mr. Price of Illawarra,
the champion apple grower of this State. He
is a man who knows the business of apple
growing from A to Z, and when [ say that
that is corroborated by Mr. Loaring, the Fruit-
growers’ Association, and every fruit associa-
tion in the State, I am quoting people who
really know something of this subject and are
the hest judges. Wonld any hon, member of
the Committee running a farm, pay a farn
manager who had had orchard experience—
because he was looking after 40 acres before
he took this on—would they have a separate
manayger with a separate lot of quarters, sep-
arate horses, separate implements, separate
wages staff in toto, to run this State orchard?
It is ridiculous on the face of it, piling up
expenge, that is all it was. If members will
turn to the Estimates they will find that for
the first time this expenditure is shown as
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coming out of revenue. TUp to now it has
come out of loan; it has been covered up
under loan; that is why there has been no
discussion. In conclusion, I desire to say that I
have no wish whatever to reflect in the slight-
est degree on the late Minister for Lands and
Agriculture, Mr, Bath. He is a gentleman I
have every respect for, but he is not an or-
chardist. He simply followed the recommen-
dations of this highly paid official. That re-
commendation was made when this officer bhad
been only a few months in the State. He re-
commended at the same time that another
State orchard should be planted at Chapman,
but, fortunately tor the taxpayers of the State,
before that orchard was planted, and when he
had been bere a few months longer, and had
gained some experience so as to know the
country, und know thiz was a will ecat’s
secheme, he said, **1 now, after having had
some experience, recommend that the proposed
Chapman orchard be not proceeded with.”’
Had that officer lcen here longer before he
maide the first recommendation he never would
have thought of a State orchard at Bruns-
wick. Why put it at Brunswick when in the
ranges there are thousands of acres of good
orchard land right through te Bridgetown
and Mt. Barker? We have at Bridgetown
land second to mone in Australia.

Mr. Green: Did you not have die-back at
Bridgetown in your pears?

Hen. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : Never in my pears; that was a bad
shot on the part of the hon. member, If the
hon. member came to wmy orchard, after look-
ing at it, he would say it would go ahout 4ozs.
to the ton. Tf the Commissioner hal waited a
little longer hefore making his recommenda-
tion to Mr. Bath, his Minister, who was quite
right in following the rccommendation of that
highly paid official, for T never condemned the
Minister by one word——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The inference is tiere,
though.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): One can read anything into a re-
port, especially a Cornisbman, If the Com-
migsioner had had more time to consider he
would never have recommended the cxpendi-
tore of £5,000 in planting an orchard at
Brunswick. [£ the money had been spent in
an experimental orchard, or, if vou like, a
demonstration orchard, say at Mt. Barker, and
another at Bridgetown, and ancther on the
Preston, so that the people who are prowing
apples to-day would have an orchard there
under their noses to see how they could prune,
how they could spray, how they could culti-
vate, it wonld have been of greai scrvice to
the State. But what have we had? We have
had £5,000 of the State's good money abso-
lutely thrown away by endeavouring to de-
monstrate this fact. Between Perth and
Bunhury we have some land that is suitable
for growing some fruits; we have some land
thai is unswitable for growing auy fruits;
and we have no land that is suitable to grow
all fruits; and that is what was endeavonred
to he done at Brunswick,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (XNorth-East Freman-
tle) [8.48]: I do not profess to know mmuch
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ahout orchards, but when the Honorary Minis-
ter was making a statement in the House some
weeks agro he caused me to make an interjec-
tion. [ said, ‘* You blame Mr. Bath for this
work.’’ And then the hon. member seeined
very much annoyed, he got very angry. Since
then 1 have taken the opportunity of looking
up the Minister’s statement in the Press, and
while he fdoes not say direetly that Mr. Bath,
who is not here to speak for himself, was re-
aponsible for the planting of that orchard, he
gives the inference so that no one can come to
any other eonclusion. To-night he has con-
demned entirely Mr. Moody, a gentleman who
held high positions in the Eastern States, who
i3 highly respected by those who employed him
there, and the owners of the farm which he
left to come te Western Australia have offered
him a higher salary to go back there.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willimott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Where are the proofs?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: | got that from a
gentleman connected with the firm. They were
anxious to get him baeck, and to-day he has
gone hack to the same firm which he left to
came to Western Australia. As to Mr. Moody’s
position, T do not know anything., He was ap-
pointed by a Liberal Government, after making
due inquiries, and the Government considered
he was competent to carry out his duties as ex-
pert in growing fruit. The hon. member in
making his statement to the Press said the
loeglity was outside the area svitable for the
purpose, according to the statement of the
Froit Tndustries Commissioner, Mr. Moody.
The very orchard planted at Brunswick was
planted outside the area recommuended, and a
map was prodnceil showing where the various
kinds of fruits should be planted, and the area
where the orchard was established was shown
as not swoitable. Tt was started Quring the
period when Mr. Bath was Minister for Lands
and Apriculture, and it finished with the re-
mark ‘Tt never should have hecn planted.’?

Hon. F. 8, E, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Be fair; you generally are fair, even if
vou are a Cornishman: read the lot.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: The actvual words as
published in the Press are, ‘‘It is a great pity
it was ever planted,’’ those are the exact worda,
When that went to the Press it left the infer-
ence that Mr. Bath was responsible for the
planting of this orchard, contrary to the advice
of the expert, Mr. Moody. Mr. Moody replied
to that statement, He took up the question on
behalf of Mr. Bath, who he pointed out was
out of the City, and the Frnit Tndustries Com-
misstoner stated that it was he who recom.
mended the planting of the orchard. As far
as Mr, Bath is concerned, ke was merely Min-
ister, administering the department, and he
naturally acted on the advice of the expert. T
know the Honorary Minister has stated that
to-night, but it was not stated previously by
him. The inferen¢e was that Mr. Bath planted
the orchard is an area outside the area snit-
able for the purpose, and which was recom-
mended by the Fruit Commissioner,

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott (Flenorary Minis-
ter): T was wriling about the Pruit Commis.
sioner, whe was attacking me.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: This was before the
Froit Commissioner made any remark ahout
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the Minister at all, This statement of the
Minister to the Press was made when he came
back from Brunswick, This was the first
knowledge that the public had of the orchard
being rooted up. Many people were under
the impression that this was another State
enterprise, entered upon by the Labour Gov-
ernment. I am pleased the Minister had said
that bhe dil wot intend that inferemece.

Hon. ¥, E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): You ecan aceept my assurance that it
was never intended.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T am glad the hon.
member has withdrawn what was considered an
aceusation against Mr. Bath. In dealing with
the Agricultural Department, as I bhave said
previcusly, I do not profess to know anything
about agriculture, but I want to say that
a statement was once made by a late Pre-
mier of one of the Australian States, & man
who was well respected throughout that
State, that when he appointed some of his
Ministers on one occasion members of Par-
lizment discovered that in appointing Min-
isters to portfolies he appointed them to
positions swhich they were not fitted to fill.
He appointed as Minister for Works a man
who understood lands,—and he appointed
as Minister for Lands a man who under.
stood works. When the Premier of that
State was asked the reason for this he said
that the State paid for its experts; in other
words, he thought it inadvisable to bhave
controlling a department a Minister who
congidered that his expert knowledge was
superior to that of the qualified experts of
the department. The other day the Premier
vf this State, in reply to a question, said
that an officer had heen sent to the Eastern
BStates to confer on the question of the
ergetion of silos, and on the question of
bulk handling of wheat generally. To-day
we learn from the newspapers that a depu-
tation yesterday waited on the Prime Min-
ister, and that Mr. McGibbon told the Prime
Minister that all the States of Australia
except South Australiza had agreed to bulk
handling. I say that tbe Parliament of this
State bas not agreed to anything of the
sort. Towards the close of the adminiatra-
tion of the Labour Government an agree-
ment was propoesed to he entered into with
an American firm who undertook to ercct
in this State silos, elevators. cte., on a
commission basis for the bulk handling of
wheat, There was in that agreement a clanse
providing for its submission to Parliament
for approval. Last session I asked the Pre-
mier whether the present Government in-
tended to follow the same course, and the
reply was ‘‘Yes,’’ that ‘‘the whole question
would be submitted to Parliament.”” Yet the
other day the Premier told us that ar officer
had gone to the East, and that if the terma
of the proposed agreement could be ar-
ranged in time the approval of Parliament
would be sought, but that it was necessary
to make provision for the erection of siles
in this State for the next harvest.

The Premier: If Parliament approves of
the proposed agreement.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
will not be sitting.

But Parliament

LaAvwuLbMMbue L, |

The Premier:
know that?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier has
said that if the agreement is fixed up in
time it will be submitted to Parliament.
But in all probability the session will be
closing in a week or two, and the erection
of these silog will have to bhe undertaken
during the recess if they are to be in time
for the next harvest, and so it will be im-
possible to submit the agreement to Parlia-
ment, The erection of these silos will in-
volve an cxpenditure of one or two million
pounds in this State. Surely hon. members
will not agree to this large expenditure on a
commission bhasis without having first con-
sidered the matter. In New South Wales
the first of a series of contracts has just
heen entered into, This first contraet pro-
vides for only 16 million bushels of wheat,
vet it involves an expenditure of £1,172,000.
There is still a considerable element of
doubt as to whether bulk handling will be
profitahle in this State.

Mr. Johnston: The
strongly recommends it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I take no notice
of the Royal Commission.

Mr. Johnston: The expert officers ap-
pointed by wvour Government also recon-
mend it.

Hou. W. €. ANGWIN: They proposed to
put in a small elevator only at Fremantle
costing £200.000. In New South Walea they
are erecting 71 silo plants in the eountry
districts. These country silos consist of
from one to seven tanks, each of a capacity
of 50,000 bushels, the total eapacity being
11 million bushels.

Mr. Davies: What material is to bhe used
in the erection of those silos?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: [ cannot say. In
addition it is proposed to erect terminal plants
in Sydney, with a ecapacity of five million
bushels. The Sydney plant will contain
machinery for grading and cleaning the grain.
The others are to be merely siles, In Western

[How docs the hon, member

Royal Commission

Augtralia our farmers are scattered all over

the place, and in all probability, owing to the
agricultural districts being so widely dis-
tributed, and having regard to our relatively
small crops, the erection of the silo plants
will become a burden on the State. Twelve
months ago T said here that T thought it would
be an advantage if the report prepared hy the
Engineer in Chief, a copy of which is to be
found in the Public Works Department, was
printed for the information of hon. members.
In that repert it is shown that the saving in
Western Australia by the adoption of the bulk
handling scheme is likely to be very small in-
deed. There is another point to be considered
in dealing with this question, namely, that to
carry out this bulk handling in a manner
satisfactory to the farmers the State will have
to become the farmers’ banker, In Canadn
this work is done by private enterprise. There
the wheat, hefore being put into the elevator,
is passedl by a Gavernment inspector, who
grades and classifies it. When it iz deposited
in the elevator, the company owning the eleva-
tor is prepared to store it for the farmer at
so mueh per bushel, to advance money on it,
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or to buy it outright. Each of those com-
panies is a banker for the farmer. [n this
State, where the farmers are not in a position
to act as their own bankers, or even to do
much banking with the private banks, it will
be necessary for the Government to act as
banker to the farmers. 1 hope the Govern-
ment will not enter into a contract for the
ercction of silos and elevators withont first
giving Parliament an opportunity of consider-
ing the proposal. There are other firms be-
sides Metcalf & Company ready to come in,
but some of them have expressed a doubt as
to the success of the scheme in Western Aus-
tralia owing to the scattered nature of the
farming districts, and consequently they have
been kept out, notwithstanding that they are
Engligsh firms. In my opinion this work could
be carried out by our own State officers, thus
avoiding the payment of large commissions.
I do not think there is any necessity for our
going to America to get a firm to erect these
works. In any magazine dealing with bulk
bandling, there will be found plans of the
elevators and silos required. If hon. members
will turn to the report of the Royal Comnis-
sion in Victoria they will there find plans giv-
ing all details of the necessnry works. These
have been furnished by the gentleman who
was sent from Vieteria to America to investi-
gate this question. We should not enter into
a contract like that proposed witheut first giv-
ing it every consideration. TUnless the econ-
tract has been altered it contains a time limit
for the work. If I remember aright it is five
years, and a commission of five or six per
cent, has to be paid for superintending the
work. Before any action is taken the 1louse
should have an opportunity of disenssing the
agreement. Some time ago we carried a reso-
lution, moved, I think, by the Minister for
Worka, that none of these contracts wus to
be entered into without the approval of Par-
liament. That resolition must be adhered to.
It is neeessary that the House should he con-
gulted before any definite action is taken.
Only the other day an engineer explained to
me that some 30 years ago he erected in New
South Wales a silo constructed of timber, and
he assured me that that silo is still standing.
Tt is probable that our local timber is emi-
nently suited to the erection of asilos in this
State.

The Minister for Works: What was the sizo
of that New South Wales silo?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot say.

Mr, Davies: T understood that the silos in
this State were to be built of timber.

Flon. W, C. ANGWIN: No; the proposal is
that they shall be of reinforced concrete. It
is over two years since T saw the agreement,
but T think T am right on that point, T re-
member that T was strongly against it. The
Government should congider whether it is not
possible to use the loral timber in those silea.
In cannection with the wheat scheme, I not-
jce that a deputation waited on the Prime
Minister yesterdav, and asked that the guar-
anteed price of wheat should be inereased to
5s. 6. per bushel. Tt is all very well to put
such & request to the Prime Minister, but
it must be remembered that the responsibility

falls on the State. The Commonwealth
stands security for the money, and lends it
to the Htates, but the States have to pay the
interest and accept the responsibility for any
losses, The Commenwealth Government aro
Keeping clear of any responsibility. Twelve
months ago we agreed to allow the farmers
3s. a bushel for their wheat. Sinee that time
the Government have flouted the decision of
Parliament and have agreed to allow the
farmers 1s, a bushel. 1 do not say that is too
much to allow, but if it was necessury to give
43, u bushel, that shouldl have been discussed
at the time. The decision of Parlaiment
should have been adhered to untit we again
had an opportunity of dealing with the mat-
ter. The Commonwealth now come in and
say, '‘We are preparcd to advance ds. a
bushel on the wheat,”’ but they added that
this means 1s. advance so far as the States
are concerned and if there is a loss the Com.
monwealth Government stand 6d. of it. That
is the vsual system adopted by the Common-
wealth authorities, They have to stand Gi.
and the States 3s, 64. out of the 43, We have
to take the responsibility and not the Comn-
monwealth. Tt is the duty of the Siate to
look after its own intecrests, hecause it has to
bear the financial responsibility, That brings
e to the statement made on the 16th Janu-
ary of this vear by the Honorary Minister
(Hon. C. F. Baxter}, who is controlling the
wheat schewe in this State. We have been
told by some travelling politicians and by
some of the farmers’ journals that the British
Government in purchasing the wheat has done
so abt a price considerably below its value, and
that the Federal Government in entering into
that large contract with the British Govern-
ment have in a sense taken down the farm-
ers of Australia, having out of patriotism sold
the wheat too cheaply. Our wheat will not
feed the people in England if it is lying at
Fremantle, The value of wheat lies in what
one ean get for it in the markets of the world,
The Hongrary Minister to whom T have re-
ferred maide a statement to the Press and
quoted from one of the English trade jour-
nals, n publication ealled ‘*Milling,’’ as fol-
lows: ~—

The report of the House of Commons
committee on national expenditure makes
interesting if somewhat melancholy read-
ing. A considerable part of the report
denls with the operations of the wheat rom-
mission, which, of course, are resulting in
a very great annual loss to the country.
The purchase of the Australian wheat in
particular came in for some criticiam, but
in fairness to the wheat rommission we
think it may be taken that the whole story
of the purchase of that wheat has yet to
be told. The bargain is undoubtedly a bad
one from our point of view, but a good one
from the point of view of the Australian
Government and the Australian farmer.
Until, bowever, it is possible to say exactly
how the deal came about, even admitting
that there was lack of foresight in regard
to the tonnage required to transport it, we
think we shounld do well to suspend judgment
before the wheat eommission is condemned
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for an unnecessary and expensive purchase.

It must not be forgotten that they had to

buy at a price at which the Australian Gov-

ernment would sell, and we think we are
right in saying that the Federal Govern-
ment stuek out for a price which must be
congidered exceedingly high.
That statement was given to the local Press.
I can only form one conclusion from it and
one deduction, namely, that so far as our
wheat is concerned, there is every possibility
of our obtaining a lower priece in the future
than we have had in connection with the past
contract. In other words, the Honorary Min-
ister was warning the farmers to be careful
because they were not going to have such a
good bargain in future, and reminding peo-
pie to be careful not to make the guarantees
too high. T think the last contract was on a
basis of 4s. 3d. & bushel, which we are told
was very high, although the Commonwealth
Government stuck .to it. Tn spite of this, we
are guaranteeing the farmer to-day 4s. a
bushel, although the State has to bear all
losses in connection with that guarantee.

Mr. Johnston: It is 5s. 10d. in New Zea-
land.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: It is 9s. 2d. in
Ameriea, hut of what use is that? Suppose
we wanted wheat and could not get it, what
difference would the Xew Zealand price of
wheat make to vs? In 1914 we had no wheat,
but we could not buy it at 7s. 6d. or 8s. a
bushel. Now we have any amount of wheat
here that is being eaten up by weavils and
Iying on the wharf in a rotting condition be-
cause we cannot get it away. There is no
market for it.

Mr. Johnston: How do they get the price
in New Zealand? The growers are getting
that price.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Some disgracefnl
actions have taken place in connection with
some of the wheat that is being sold to-day,
and which never should have been sold. The
other day a member of this Parliament showed
me some wheat for whieh be had paid a high
price, cash down before delivery. When he
obiained delivery of the wheat he found on
distributing it to his turkeys and fowls that
it killed them. Tt was really not wheat at all.
I gathered that it was some of that wheat
whieh had fermented on aceount of the water
getting into it, and had formed into selid
lumps, such as I saw in Fremantle myself in
the sheds. ‘There were hetween 7,000 and
8,000 hags of it, and I could hardly stand
the stench which arose from it. It was in a
dreadful state, and has been used for the pur-
pose of taking down the poor wheat farmer or
the pouliry farmer. I have some of thai wheat
now, and if hon. members saw if, they would
agree with me that it is a disgraee that it
should ever have been put on the market. The
persons who sold it should be™ prosecuted for
doing so0.

Mr. Johoston: Who sold it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN .. The agents of the

ool.

P Mr. Maley: Not the Westralian Parmers,
Litd.1

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: They would have
acted in a similar manpner. There has heen
great dissatisfaction in the wheat scheme on
the part of the Farmers and Settlers’ Asso-
ciation. At the end of last year the Govern-
ment relieved the acquiring agents of their
responsibilities in regard to the custody of
this wheat, In taking over this wheat the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association naturally
looked after the interests of their members
and elients in connection with their co-opera-
tive scheme, and pointed out to the Minister
that they thought a reduction in the charges
could be made. They thought that the acguir-
ing agents should not pay a certain amount
of money which they would have had if they
had rctained the control of the wheat they
had purchased. Mr. Stanistreet, the szecvetary
of the association, got into correspondence
with the Minister. He points out in the
f*West Australian’’ of the 17th January last
that in their opinion a reduction could be
made. T have looked through an Act of Par-
liament which was passed two years ago and
find that certain firms are mentioned as ae-
quiring agents. Amongst other acquiring agents
was the Westralian Farmers, Ttd. No distinetion
was made between John Darling & Son, Dal-
gety & Co., Ltd., Dreyfus & Co., Ockerhy &
Co.,, and the Westralian Farmers, Ltd. They
were all acquiring agents. When the Minister
replied to the statement, however, he said—

I de not propose doing anything that [
consider inequitable by withholding any
just pavment for such serviees, partieularly
it effectively performed, as T am satisfied
such services have been rendered in good
faith by the late Government acquiting
agents and by the Westralian Farmers, Litd,

Why was there any necessity to make a dis-
tinction hetween one firm and another?

Mr. Maley: None at all.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN; Tf that letter had
been sent to me, I would have regarded it as
a broad hint to keep my mouth shut if T had
been representing the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd.,, and as a reminder to me that
if the others were reduced, my company
would alse be reduced. I would look upon
the Minister as saying, ‘‘Keep quiet. Do
not say any more ahout any reductions, he-
canse if [ reduce the other aequiring agents,
I am going to reduce you as well.’”’ That is
the onily deduction one conld make fram a
statement of that kind.

Mr. Teesdale: Whom is it from?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is from the Min-
ister to the secretary of the Farmers and
Settlers’ Association. The seeretary is
writing on behalf of his executive, and this
is the reply to the Minister, No person
eould come to any other conclusion than
that it was a broad hint to those connected
with the Westralian Farmers’ Limited to
keep a quiet tongue, otherwise in all pro-
bability they would be penalised as well as
the other acquiring agents. I would like
to know in dealing with the Estimates, when
are we going fo have legislation brought
down io ratify the agreement ontered into
with the Westralian Farmers’ Limited, in
order that we may find out what deposits
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have to be put up, what security is offered to
the State, and whether or not there is any
guarantee or any altcration made in the
conditions under which this contract was
let. [t was promised to the House, but there
is no word of it so far.

Mr. Maley: XNo agreements were ever
signed in connection with the pool.
Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Yes; they were

signed here, and ratified by this Parliament,
though in the Fastern States many of the
agreements were never signed. I hope the
Government will be chary of entering into
expenditure at this juncture as regards bulk
handling of wheat. T it can be proved
that for the protection of our wheat it is
necessary to erect silos in this State, then
thev should Le erected in our loeal timbers,
which would mean a considerably reduced
cost. We should be chary of entering into
agreements wherehy outside firms would be
paid rommissions on the construction of the
silos. Further, we should see that the Com-
monwcalth fovernment realise that Western
Australin is o sovereign State, and that they
have no right or power—except. possibly,
onder the War Precantions Aet. which on-
ables the Commonwenlth Government to do
almost anything—to foree this State into
any expenditure wtihout the State’s appro-
val. | observe that the contract let in New
South Wales for silos to accommodate 16
million bushels amounted to £1,127,000. I
believe the cost in this State would be two
millions, before the work was fimshed. Tt
ig the duty of members of Parliament, and
particularly of farmers’ representatives, to
resist this expenditure. Tf it is possible to
‘make the farmers pay it, they will have to
pay it; otherwise, it will fall on the general
taxpayer.

Mr. Davies: The cost will go on te the
price of the wheat.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: No. The price of
our wheat will be fizxed by the oversea mar-
kets. I trust, therefore, that the Govern-
ment will be very eareful in this matter and
see that the Commonwealth Government do
not bully Western Australia inte a heavy
expenditure.

[The Deputy Chairman (Mr. Foler)} took
the Chair.]

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [9.33]: My
ohservations will be brief, although I realise
that ane could put in a eonsiderable time in 2
digeussion of all the ramifications of the
Agricultural Department. T was pleased to
listen to the defence put up by the Honorary
Minister, Mr. Willmott, of his action in con-
nection with the Brunswick State orchard, A
good many conflicting statements have been
circulated in that connection, and the wisdom
of the Honorarv Minister's action has bheen
¢atled in question; but T consider that to-
night he put up an absolutely unanswerable
case. Therefore [ do not intend to deal with
that maiter. The vote contains many items
on which, perhaps, I shall have some comment
to offer later. The member for Greenough,
who opened the hall to-night, expressed con-
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siderable alarm at the possibility of an in-
vasion of this State by the sparrow. T hope
the hon. member is not giviug way unduly
to alarm, because personally T think the mat-
ter is not one which should cause him to lose
any sleep. The sparrow, like a great many
other imported pests, may not be an davan-
tage. However, [ was brought up in ove of
the most fertile districts to be found in the
Eastern States, and sparrows abounded in
that district by the million, 1 must own to-
day that the damage done by the sparrows
was nothing in comparigon with the damage
done by ecertain other pests that we have
among us. [ do oot hold that there is any
great danger from the sparrow. However,
what brought me to my feet was that T might
offer o few observations regarding the admin-
istration of the Honorary Minister in another
place, the Honorary Minister who controls
the operations of the wheat pool. [ do re-
gret the attitude he has adopted over the in-
dustrial dispute with the men who were work-
ing at the various whent depits. T hold no
brief for any action of the men which was
unconstitutional or unlawful, T have never
at any time desired to condone what T think
is wrong. But T do put it to this Commitiee
that Mr. Baxter is not taking up 2 manly
attitude in his negotiations with mea who,
perhaps acting in a misgnided moment, ceased
work. His attitude throughout the piece has
been a callous one. The position, as I under-
stand, is that at the various wheat depéts
men were employed and making fairly good
wages. At certain depdts, however, they were
not making good wages, owing to broken
time. Those men had a gennine grievance,
but they adopted wrong methods to get their
grievance adjusted. 1 candidly admit that,
as president of the lahour organisation of this
country. I acknowledge that we can never
have either unity, or harmeny, or co-ordina-
tion, if o few men at any time can causc a
disloeation of industry. But I do not say
that a man in the gutter ought to be kicked.
I am prepared to take a lenient view; and 1
claim a lenient view ought to be taken by the
Honorary Minister, who ¢laims to have
humanitarian gentiments. I contend that he
alse should take a humanitarian view when
he has his opponents, for the time being,
broken and beaten. At Midland Junétion the
men were unable to average more than £2 15s.
per week. My belief is that had they pre-
sented their case in the right way, had they
made the representations which their case

warranted, to the Minister, possibly they
would have had their wrongs rectified. I Dle-
lieve that the Honorary Minister, or any
other Minister, wonld listen to renson, But

the men took precipitate action, and as a re-
sult of their action other men came out at
other depdts. T have said that T am not con-
doning the action of the men in coming out.
Howerver, the Honorary Minister, after hav-
ing made a ¢all for national volunteers from
amongst the rural population of Western Aus-
tralia and not having secured sufficient for
his requirements, ought to look favourably
npon the request of these men fo be rein-
stated. Negotiations lhave heen proceeding
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for the last three or four weeks between the
Minister and representatives of the men. So
far as T underatand the position, the Miniater
asgsumes an attitude which discloses prejudice
and bias of a most pronounced type. The
very morning when the men at Midland
Junction ceased work, there appeared in the
‘*West Australian’’ a statement from Mr.
Baxter alleging that the cause of the dispute
at Midland Junction was that two of the men
working there were members of the LLW.W,
You, Mr. Foley, and I know, and every man
who has studied the subject knows, that the
two men who were unfortunate enough to be
concerned in a recent trial, beeause of an
allegation that they were members of the

I.W.W.,, never were members of that organi-
sation, Those two men worked at Midland
Jonetion. One of them is a personal friend

of mine, and I can positively declare that
he has mever in his life belonged to the
Lw,W. Those men were tried by n judge
and jury of their countrymen, and were ac-
quitted. Therefore I consider it ill becomes
the Honorary Minister to seek to excuase him-
self to the public, and to seek to inflame the
publie, by alleging that these men who took
up an unconstitutional attitude were induced
to go out on strike by members of the LW.W,
The Honorary Minister has no right to as-
sert that the strike was fomented by mem-
bhera of the TW.W. when there was not a
single member of the TW.W. on the work
where the strike oecurred. I refer to these
facts in order fo show how easy it is to in-
flaine the public mind against workmen who,
on any job, throw down their tools and adopt
the war of folded arms. The reason why, in
the congideration of these Estimates, T ask
the Honorary Minister, Mr. Willmott, to give
me an assurance on this subject, is that Mr.
Baxter has already told me that he will
uot give an assuranee. T do appeal
to the other members of the Govermment to
adopt a more tolerant attitude than that of
their colleague. My view is that if a man has
a win, knocking out his opponent, he onght to
e manly enough to shake hands with the van-
quished. Mr, Baxter’s attitude seems to me to
indicate that he is somewhat after the style of
Shyleck, prepared to demand his full pound of
flesh, prepared to go on pounding his vietim
with more fury than beforc. Mr. Baxter is not
prepared to reinstate those men, although he
requires their services. The work is heary, and
such as a great many people of this State are
not ahle to do. After calling for volunteers, the
Honorary Minister is unable to get sufficient to
carry on the work. These other men have paid
the penalty for their action in bringing about
a dislocation of work, They have paid the pen-
alty in the loss of wages, in being thrown be-
hind several weeks—it will be many months be-
fore they ean recover. I hope it will be a lesson
to them, and I hope we shall have no more sec-
tional disputes, where a hody of men, without
consnlting anvone, not even their own leaders,
come out and thus cause dislocation of trade
and ecommeree. But, becanse they made a mis-
take, for which they have suffered, ¥ am not
going to condone the action of any Minister
who adopts the attitude taken by Mr. Baxter
—whether that Minister be Liberal, Labour, or

anything else—who is 50 callous as not to say
to the men, ‘I have got you dowu, and you are
well and faithfully beaten; come hack, and be
penitent for your wrong doing.’’ The Honor-
ary Minister is not prepared to adopt that at-
titude. If we look just across our eastern boun-
dary we shall call to mind the greatest strike
in the history of this continent, which oecurred
only a few months ago. In connection with that
strike we were told that the action of the
workers in downing their tools had a disastrous
effect on Australia’s participation in tbe war.
We were told that the whole of Australian in-
dustry was paralysed, and that war work was
paralysed; and that was the truth. But, look-
ing across our eastern boundary, we do Dot see
the Acting Premier of New South Wales,
Mr. Fuller, adopting an attitude of vindictive-
ness like that of the Honorary Minister, Mr,
Baxter. We do not hear of Mr, Fuller saying
te a handfu) of men, who perhaps defied his
anthority for the time being, that they are to
be barred for ever from returning to work. I
admit this is purely an industrial question, and
I would not appeal to the Committee were it
not for my conviction that the merits of the
case are sufficiently strong to appeal to any
humanitarian. The Honorary Minister has bad
his win, and it is not for him to say, ‘‘Box
on.’’ What has Mr. Baxter to gain from fur-
ther penaliging the men who have asked to be
reinstated? In the first place, there was a
genuine grievance at Midland Junction. The
men were not earning sufficient to keep their
homes going, I know many of them. Sowme of
them are returned soldiers. However, they
adopted a wrong method to try to get their
grievances remedied; and now a high and
mighty Honorary Minister says to them, ‘¢ You
are going to stay out for all time as far as [
am concerned ; althongh I want the work dons,
and although the loyalist farmers won’t come
in sufficient numbers to help me, you are not
to get the liberty which is the due of evervbody
in this State.’’
Mr, Johnston: A good many of these men
were not unionists at all; that was the trouble.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. There was no union
at all controlling them. I am not pleading for
those men as unionists. T am pleading for them
as men, as taxpayers of Western Australia,
who with their wives and families are in want
to-day becanse of the Honorary Minister’s
bigotry, because he fails to show the sympathy
and toleration which should be found in every
public man of this country. It now remains for
the Premier and his Government to see whether
they cannot do a fair thing in extending a
little merey to those men, and at least giving
them the right to live in their own country.
‘"While merey’s lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return.’’
But that couplet does not express the views of
the Honorary Minister in another place. As
one who invariably tries to avoid@ industrial
conflict, as one who does not at any time wish
to see the State paralysed by industrial dis-
putes, I appeal to the Government for these
men. T have never done otherwise than plead
with men to consider well before taking any
draatic action, to refer the husiness to other
heads, which perhaps knew more ahout it than
they do, hefore bringing about a deadlock.
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When a deadlock is reached, negotiations are
off. At times one has to exercise a remarkable
degree of patience. The Premier will appreci-
ate this, in view of the way in which we were
barging away at one another for a period of
four days. At times one almost feels ready to
throw up the spouge, but one does not want to
see negotiations broken off and a deadleck en-
sue. The men on whose behalf T am now speak-
ing, though they did act hastily, have done
nothing more than thousands of their fellow-
men have done and are deing in all parts of
the world. I do not know of any other country
in the world where men would be penalised to
the extent to which these men are being penal-
ised to-day. AN I ask of the Committee is to
disabuse their minds of the statement made by
the Ilonorary Minister, Mr. Baxter, that the
strike at Midland Junction was fomented by
the TW.W, T know the men to whom the Hon-
orary Minister refers in making that statement.
Those two men have stood their trial, and have
been acequitted; and I again assert that neither
of them ever helonged to the JW.W, in his
life. 1f they advocated I.W.W. doctrines I
would not say a word in their favour.

Mr. Teesdale: You adwit that certain things
eventuated when they arvived on the ground.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: They kept their mouths
closed because they had been hunted and
bhounded by the authorities, even though they
had been acquitted on the charge which was
made against them, and which was backed by
Commonwealth coin. Not one member in this
House can justify for one moment the enor-
mous expenditure which was inenrred in trying
to manufacture a charge against those men.
They were tried and acquitted, and once 2 man
walks out of the dock, surely he should be
allowed to hold wp his head and seek an honest
living in his own country. I have it on the
best authority that those men never opened
their mouths. They were working industri-
ously to earn money for their wives and fami-
lies who were on the verge of starvation on the
goldfields, and who would have starved but for
the gencrogity of their fellow beings up there.
Under the War Precautions Act the men were
dragged bundreds of miles to trial, and there
wag postponement after postponement before
they were finally acquitted. They made appli-
cation for a measure of relief for their wives
and children, but it was denied them. Then
they applied for assistance to emable them to
get hack to the work that the Government had
taken them from.

The Attorney General: And they got it. We
gave them their fares hack to where they came
from, and aiso money with which to buy food.
It was done in my own department.

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: How much money was
advanced to them? ’

Mr., STEWART: On a point of order, T
would like to know what this has to do with
the vote?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: 1 know it ‘has nothing to
do with the vote, but I was drawn by inter-
jections and by the desire of the Honorary
Minister to buttress his case so as to lead the
public to believe that the trouble was fomented
br men who belonged to the LW. W,
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The Attorney General: The charge against
these men was one of conspiraey, not of heing
memhers of the ILW.W.

Me, O'LOGHLEN: Why did the Honorary
Minister pot his brand on two of his country-
men? Why did Mr. Baxter say that two mem-
hers of the I.W.W. were responsible for the
trouble? He had no right whatever to say
that. But I am not concerned with what
he thinks; T am ouly concerned with the faet
that these men have heen out of work for a
considerable time, and are now trying to get
reinstated, I only ask that that element of
human sympathy which should be evident in
every public man should be brought to
the surface and that these men, to whom I
have referred, be given the right to carn their
bread and butter, and to profit by their mis-
takes and experienee of the past.

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [9:50]: I
desire to solicit the assistance of the House
in connection with the Denmark  district,
more particularly the extemsion of the Den.
mark Butter and Bacon Factory. As hon,
members are aware, Denmark has been a
part of Western Australia which has been
hardly treated from the inception. Minis-
try after Ministry have made mistakes in
connection with the development of that
poertion of the country, and unfortunately the
settlers who are there at the present time
have laboured through very strenuous times.
In the first instance, after settlement had
taken place, the Fruit Commissioner advised
settlors to start growing fruit trees, but it
was not until Mr. Connor came along that
a suggestion was made that they should go
in for dairying. That gentleman was ever
persuading the Government to advance suffi-
cient money to enable a few of the settlers
in the Denmark arca te get cows, and then
it necessarily followed that they should go
in for pig raising, This proved to be so
suecessful that Mr. Connor was further able
to persuade the Government to start a small
butter and bacon factory., This was done
partly as an experiment, to show whether
or not the area st Denmark was suitable for
dairying. The result to-day has been so fav-
outable that in the last vear’s operations
this small State enterprise showed a profit
of £25. For sowme time there has bheen a
difficulty, on aceount of the capacity of the
bacon faetory heing limited, and not being
able to take pigs during the summer months.
This is a serious drawhack, and the set-
tlers have been hoping that the Government
would provide facilities for receiving pigs
throughout the 12 montha. Mr. Connor
made special requests on hehalf of the set-
tlers and these werc acquiesced in by the
present Premier, They were also agreed to
by the late Minister in charge of agricul-
ture, who, in my presence. ordered Mr. Con-
nor to prepare plans and specifications for
the extension of the hutter and bacon fae-
tory. Unfortunately, in the meantime, Mr,
Connor’s services were dispensed with, and
from that time to the present practically
nothing has hecen done. T have interested
myself in the matter and have interviewed
several Ministers. I had replies from the
Premier and the Treasurer, the latter being
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particularly sympathetic. He informed me
that if I could prove that there was suffic-
ient to warrant the extension of the factory,
he would provide the money, and that if he
@did not have it he would borrow it. The
matter was alse brought under the present
Minister’s notice and he took a trip to Den-
mark, but siunce that time we have been
unzble to learn the decision of the Govern-
ment. The Minister returned to Albany and,
for some unknown reason, presented a re-
pert which was published in the columns of
the ‘‘Albany Advertiser,’’ 2 report which
was of an adverse character.  That, too,
after the Minister had been in the district
for something like an hour, I have made
several applications to the Minister to learn
whether a- definite decision had been ar
rived at as to whether the Government are
. going on with the factory or not. On Den-
mark show dJday the Minister in charge
wired me that the Government could not
make up their minds, bat that T eounld nas-
sure the scttlers of Denwmark that they
would reecive every consideration at  the
hands of the Government. T was not satis-
fied with that reply and I wired to the Pre-
mier asking him to give us something more
definite in the shape of a reply. Unfortun-
ately for the settlers, the Premier must have
handed the telegram te the Honorary Min-
ister because a reply eame to hand signed
by the Premier identically the same as that
sent by the Honorary Minister. Then T
received the following letter from the dde-
partment:—

T have the honour hy direction to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion of the 1l4th and to state that care
will be taken to advise you immediately
any definite decision s arrived at re-
garding extensions at Denmark of butter
and bacon factories. The Honorary Min-
ister has called for reports on the matter
and intends going into them as soon as
they are at hand.

In the same week the Honorary Minister
wrote to a private individval at Denmark
and stated definitely that the Government
could not make up their minds, that they
had one or two other projects in view and
that it would be two or three months before
a definite decision could be arrived at. [
want to take exeeption to the Minister writ-
ing a letter to a private person in Denmark
the contents of which do not coincide with
the statements he made to me. Apart from
that, if the Minister deemed it necessary to
write to a private individual in my clectorate,
he should have had the courtesy to send that
Jetter through me. In the course of Mr, Bax-
ter’s interview with the settiers at Demmnark,
he promized that he would send down Govern-
ment experts o sce whether it was necessary,
or otherwise, to do anything at Denmark.
These experts were Mr. Sutton, the Wheat
Commissioner, and Mr. Brathy, the potato ex-
pert. These were the professional men who
were sent to Denmark to report on the butter
and bacon factory. T will read some extracts
from their report which the Homorary Minis-
ter gave me last week—

[ASSEMBLY.]

To the settlers in this distriet, both the
butter and bacon factories are regarded as
something more than commercial concerns
to which their eream and pigs can be sold.
To them they are a tangible evidence that
the district is suitable for dairying, with its
usual adjunct, pig raising, and in conse-
quence there has been created a confidence
in the possibilities of the distriet which is
stimulating development. Their
outlopk for some time past has not been
bright, and they are facing the future with
a confidence that should be encouraged. To
remove the factories until better markets for
their produce are assured  would certainly
shake that confidence, aml give the district
a set-back from which it would not easily
recover. [ am convineed that the =ettlers
are quite carnest with regard to the views
expressed and that if they were financially
strong enough they would support their
views by purchasing both factories on the
co-operative principle. As already
indicated, the present factories are not ade-
quate to deal with the demand made upon
them, and consequently some change is
necessary.

The report then divides the butter and bacon
factories and with reference to the butter fac-
tory Mr. Suvtton writes—

Departmentally, Denmark is regarded as
one of the dairying distriets of the State,
and its development in that connection I1s
therefore to be stimulated. The existence
of a butter factory in the township is the
best means of giving the necessary stimu-
lus. Having regard to these vari-
ous aspeets of the matter, I am of the
opinion that it is advisable to maintain at
Denmark an efficient butter factory, even
if butter making faeilities are also provided
at Albany.

With reference to the hutter factory, there-
fore, we have a decided report from the officer
and with reference to the bacon factory he has
the same idea, which is that Albany should
have a haeon factory and that the pigs should
be sent in. He says in connection with this—

Until a central factory is, however, in
working order, it is desirable that satisfae-
tory arrangements be made for the present
factory to eontinue on such a scale as to be
able to receive from time to time all the
suitable pigs the district is capable of pro-
ducing. In the interests of development it
is also desirable, if such a central factory
be established, that after it is in working
order, a branch of it be maintained at Den-
mark.,

After sending down the experts and having
such a decided recommendation from them,
the Minister suys that it will take two or
three months to arrive at a decision. Ts this
the Government who have heen calling out,
‘¢Produce, produce’’? Are we going to keep
300 families in Denmark waiting while
the Honorary® Minister parades around the
place? Are we loyal to our national con-
ditions if we are to sit down and await the
pleasure of the Minister while he is consider-
ing recommendations which have been madet
Is it in the interests of the State that the
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people in this district should be treated io this
manner? Mr. Baxter would probably have a
very good reason for delaying his decision if
bis experts advised against it. Bu{ when he bas
had a statement like that, backed wp by Mr.
Connor and supported by the Premier, what can
be keeping this matter back? There seems to
ke some motive behind it when the Govern-
ment have not the counrage to say that they
are going to extend the factory, or that they
will not extend it. To say that they have
not the money is to contradict the Treasurer’s
statement, who said he could secure this
money out of what he is going to get from the
insurance companies, 1 know there js a con-
tractor prepared to build the factory to treat
70 pigs a week for £1,500 or 150 weckly for
£2500. It is a poor condition of affairs in
Denmark if the Government cannot find the
Decessary money.

The Premier: Something rotten in the state
of Denmarh,

Mr. O'Loghlen:
down there is pigs.

All they are living on

Mr. H. ROBINSON: This is not a matter
to be treated lightly.

Mr. Ooghlen: I am not doing so. I say
they are relying on pigs almost exelusively.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: I only wish I could
take the Premier down there for a day, and
et him look into the question for himself. I am
quite sure he would say, f‘This must be done
at once,’” Therc are there 300 families hang-
iug on in the hope of this extension. If the
extension is not made they will have to leave
the distriet. No matter what Government
may be in power it is their imperative duty to
do something to help this district,

Mr. Stewart: The Government ought to sell
the place if they are not prepared to extend it.
Mr. H ROBINSON: I agree with that.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Something must be done to
save those people.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: T want to get a defi-
nite decigion from the Government. This ses-
sion will be over presently, and we shall be in
recess for a considerable time, during which
nothing will be done. The factory need not
be bnilt immediately. but it is necessary that
the people should know the decision of the
Government. When we come to the item T
intend to move in the matter. T hope the Pre-
mier wili ask for an explanation from the
Honorary Minister in charge as to why, after
receiving that report, he should write to a
private ipdividual in my constituency stating
that it will be two or three months before
the Government decide.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Were you not notified?

Mr. H. ROBINSON: The Minister wrote
direct, and the only intimation T got was signed,
as I read it, *‘Trethowan.”’ I take exception
to the statement by the Minister that three
months will be required to decide the question,

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [10.5]: T cannot
efrain from challenging some of the state-
ments made in respect of the Brunswick State
orchard. There is a big principle involved. 1
am not aware of any authority being given to
any Minister to expend £5,000 without the sane-
tion either of the House or of Cabinet, nor am
T aware of any power having been vested in
any Minjster to destroy property worth £3,000,
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The statement has been made that the Bruns-
wick orchard was costing £1,000 per annum to
maintain. All I cau say is that if an orchard
of only 45 acres not yet in bearing was cost-
ing this sum it reflects very little credit on
Government management. If it bad cost half
that amount the cost would have been exces-
sive. T am the unfortunate owner of an or-
chard of the same size, and I keow that mine
has not cost anything like that money. In
fact, I do not see how that amount could bave
been spent on a small orchard not yef in bear-

g,

fi[r. O’Loghlen: How far are you from
Brunswick?

Mr. MONEY: Eight or nine miles.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Min:
ister): What is it you are controverting?

Mr. MONEY: The statement that a 45-acre
orchard not yet in bearing cost £1,000 per
annum to maintain. I c¢hallenge that state-
ment. It should npt have cost more than half.
Another statement made was that the locality
is unsuitable to pears. I challenge that state-
ment. [ say it is one of the most suitable
distriets in Western Australia for pears,
whether for quantity or size of fruit, whether
for flavour or for the soundness of the fruit.
T have grown admirable pears within geven
miles of Brunswick. I am speaking now on
behalf of scores of people who have planted
orchards in the area doomed by the Minister.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Min-
ister): In the same soil?

Mr. MONEY: No, in worse spil. My or-
chard is on Waterloo Plains and Brunswick is
noted as being infinitely superior to Waterloo
Plains. The action taken by the Minister
was highly detrimental to the district. Set-
tlers there have planted scores of aeres of
orchard on the advice of Government experts,
Until reeently I have never had a finger
pointed at my orchard, bul, since the action
of the Minister, I have been repeatedly told
that my orchard cannot succeed. Are all the
orchardists in that locality to be turned down
because of the action of the Minister? If
the Minister was right, then all that is left
for us to do is to root up our orechards. It
seems to me that the Minister has protested
toe much to-night.

Mr. Pickering: He said anything between
the coast-line and the hills.

Mr. MONEY: That is s0. Another state-
ment T challenge is that apples grown in the
district will not keep, and that satisfactory
prices canot be obtained for them, T have
exported thousands of cases to England, and
I have been in England when some of those
apples arrived. I kept some of them for
twe months after leaving cold storage, and I
found they were as sound as when on the tree.
People who saw them did not think it was
possible to grow such fine froit. Apples from
my orchard have been declared to be equal
to any grown in the Bridgetown distriet. Tt
is monstrous that one Minister should he in
2 position to condemn a district in this way.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Hororary Minis-
ter): On a point of order. The hon. member
is putting into my mouth words that I never
uttered as my own opinion, but which I was
reading from this report.
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Hon. T. Walker: There is no point of order
there.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1 did not state what the hon. member
says 1 stated.

The CHAIRMAN: "The Minister is en-
tirley oot of order. If he deems offensive any
statement made by the hon, member, the Minis-
ter may ask for a withdrawal.

Mr. MONEY: The Minister gave as his auth-
ority the opinion of Mr. Price, and the state-
ment was made to the Committee that apples
from that distriet would not realise a saisfae-
tory price, and would not keep. 1 challenge
that statement again. 1 have seeured a good
price for apples grown in that distriet, and I
have kept them satisfactorily in cold storage.
On behalf of seores of orchardists deeply in-
terested in this matter, I cannot allow a state-
ment like that to go unchallenged.

Hon., F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Jight it out with Price.

Mr, MONEY: Mr. Price did not approve

of the destruction of the orchard. Fle was
called in after the funeral. You called in the
doctor after the patient was dead. Another

statement has been made to the effect that
there were in the orchard too many varicites
of apples. The Minister as an orchardist
ghould be aware that when there are too many
varieties of apples it ig not necessary to cut
out’ the trees, that the proper thing to do is to
graft the required varieties on to them; then
within two years the trecs are hearing good
fruit. In this case, if the trees only five years
old had heen grafted, they would have been
in full bearing at seven years. I am grafting
apples in my own orchard to-day.

The Colonial 'Freasurer: But the roots of
some of those treea were turning up instead of
down.

Mr. MONEY: T am not aware that this is
in the Treasurer’s department. He may know
something about the question, but probably not
as muech as I do. Tt is easy to pick out in
any orchard odd trees which are not doing well.
T have never known an orchard in Western Aus-
tralia in which no trees bave been lest. An-
other reason given for the uprooting of the
orchard was that the trees had not yet come
into bearing. If the trees are healthy they
will not come into bearing until six or even
seven years old. The healthier the tree the
later is it in coming into bearing. Tf a tree is
sickly it will come into hearing as early even
as the fourth year, but probably that will he
the end of it.

The Colonial Treasurer: Do you say that
vou ¢annot get a return from an erchard
under seven years?

Mr. MONEY: If an orchard is expested
to live for any length of time, one would not
get any retarn for seven years, I only rose
to speak in censequence of the statements
made by the Honorary Minister. There are
certain points which are open to discussion in
regard to the destruction of this orchard.
One of these points is whether as a State en-
terprise, taking into account the wages paid
ig it possible to make a State orchard pay.
That is a matter which, of course, might be
argued from two points of view, The reasons
given by the Honorary Minister do not con-

‘what I could do with them,

vince me at all.  We bave leard much upon
the question of die-back, I can give the Hon-
orary Minister an instance of 250 trees in
oue block on my orchard planted on hard pad.
Three years ago | was in despair concerning
these trees, and thought they had better be
pulled np because they looked dead. Mr.
Moody came along, and [ asked him what
should be done with the trees, He said that
they were in suech a bad condition that he
wag in doubt about the matter. He did not
know whether they woull ever recover, I
then showed him some trees in the orchard
which had been pruned hard. As these trees
had done so well he advised me to experiment
with the 250 trees T have mentioned, and see
These trees
were cut down to their limbs three vears ago,
and if the Honorary Minister were to visit
my orclhard to-morrow he wounld see these
trees, and could also see the three or four
cases of fruit which has been taken off each
one and put into cool storage, cases of the
most perfeet apples a man could see. T ab-
solutely refute the statements he has made,
He may be right, but his reasons are wrony
and can easily be refuted. The statemcnts
he has made to the Commiitee are absolutely
wrong and misleading.

General debate concluded; votes and items
discussed as follows:—

Ttems, Irrigation Expert, £391, Irrigation
Assistant £192,

Mr. BROWN: T should like to know what
necessity there is for an expert and an as-
sistant expert whose salaries amount to £583.

The CHATRMAN: T may inform hon. mem-
bers that | cannot allow the Committee to
go back on the items., Ttems No. 2 and No. 3
are now under discussion.

Mr. GREEN: It is usual if an hon, member
names a partiealar item which is in advanee
of another item upon which some other hon.
member desires to speak, that the earlier item
is taken first. I want to speak on item No. 1.

The CHAIRMAN: We are now dealing
with items 2 and 3.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The member for Sus-
sex called item No. 1.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Sussex
did not call item No. 1 to my knowledge. He
called no number at all, but simply stood up.
The member for Subiaco then called items
2 and 3, and these are the items before the
Committec.

My, BROUN: T do not think, Sir, you
should be in too great a hurry over the Tsti-
mates. You did not give any hon. member
time to ecall another item,

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Subi-
aco has the floor on items No. 2 and No. 3.

My, BROWN: In view of the fact that we
are out for economy I cannet see the neccssity
for these two officers, and should like some
information as to whether thig kind of thing
is to continuve.

The PREMIER: These officers are
necessary if we are to develop the South-
West. Irrigation i8 an impertant fae.
tor in theé development of the country.
A considerable amount of work has al-
ready been done in comnection with irriga.
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tion in certain areas between here and Bun-
bary, and if we are to carry on this work we
must bave someone to control it. There has
been an irrigation expert in charge of (tlis
particalar branch of the Agricultural Depart-
ment for some time past, and there has been
a large expenditure in the Harvey area upon
trrigatieon. 1t is necessary to have an irri.
gation expert attached to the department in
order that he may give advice.

Item, Pathologist, £324,

Mr, HARRISON: I understand that the
services of Dr, Stoward have been dispensed
with. He was one of the most qualified men
in the State in his profession, and his ser-
vieces should not have been held in too light
a demand. If we are going to he efficient
we need men possessing the kaowledge that
be possesses, and it is falsc cconomy to dis-
pense with the services of such a man in
order to save the small amount involved in
hig salary. If we are to do any good with
our agrieultural industry, we must have the
benefit of the knowledge and expert adviee
of such gentlemen as Dr. Stoward. By em-
ploying such g man in the State service, we
would save his salary many times over out
of the good work that he would do. I am
sorry that Dr. SBtowurd’s services have been
lost to the State. It should be our duty to
make the highest possible commercial use of
the knowledge held by our experts.

Mr, PICKERING: I desire to support the
‘remnarks of the hon. member who has just
resumed hia seat, 1t is generally agreed that
the Government made a grave mistake in dis-
penging with the services of Dr. Stoward. T
understand that Mr. Wakefield, who was ap-
pointed in his stead, is also leaving the ser-
vice. What is the intention of the Govern.
ment in regard to this position?

The PREMIER: I recognise as
as the hon. member the necessity for
having someone attached to the Agri-
cultnral  Department who can engage in
scientific rescarch, but at the present june-
ture it is our duty to see in what (direetion
cconomies can be effected. T am afraid that
in the past Dr. Stoward’s services were not
fully availed of.

Mr, O’Loghlen: He is the only man of his
class in the State,

The PREMIER : Dr, Stoward was en-
gaged very largely in investigating poison
plants. I cannot see the necessity for
such work in this State, hecause onr
settlers all know these poison plants and
know the effect of them upon stock. TIf,
however, an antidote for these poisons
could he found, mnch good would be
done. No attempt was made to discover any
antidote for these poisons, and Dr. Stoward
was chiefly engaged in ascertaining what ef.
fect they would have upon rabbits, He had
associated with him Mr. Wakefield, a man of
very high qualifications. He was engaged
in the same class of work as Dr. Stow-
ard, and the Government considered that Mr.
Wakefield would be svfficient in himself to do
all the work necessary for the time being, in
connection with that branch of the Apgrienl-
tural Department. Unfortunately, Mr. Wake-
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field resigned as he was offered
position  e¢lsewhere. I regret
have  lost his SETViCES. We must
have jn the  Agricoltural Department
someone who can eugage in work of this sort.
Unfortunately, however, Mr. Wakefield has
gone; he was offered a salary ({ouble, I believe,
of that which he was receiving here. The Gov-
ernment must now take the responsibility of
appointing someone in his place. Perhaps we
may find in the University a gentleman able to
assist in this matter.

Mr. Nairn: We might find the Professor of
Agriculture something to do.

The PREMIER: I do not think the Pro-
fessora at the University are fully occupted. If
the country can get some direct benefit from
the services of those gentlemen, it would be
well, T must say for the professors that they
are anxious to assist.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Sgnate will make
you pay for the assistance.

The PREMTER: No. We find all the money,
and T think the State is entitleil to make use
of the services of the professors.

Mr. HARRISON: T understand that the
patholagist, Dr, Stoward, was one of the most
highly qualified men of hiz profession to be
found south of the Line. In a State like this,
which is constantly running up against new
Mant diseases, we cannot afford to let the agri-
cultural industry suffer for the want of a
pathologist ’s salary.

Mr. MALEY: [ support the contention of
the member for Avon regarding Dr. Stoward.
There never was in the history of this country
a time when the services of a competent seien-
tist to inquire into plant diseases were more
urgently needed; and it is false economy to
dispense with Dr. Stoward’s services, As re-
gards poison plants he was doing good work in
the way of identification and elassification, To
leave a junier clerk, or an understudy, in
charge of such work is absolutely ridiculous.

Ttem, Commissioner for Wheat Belt, £756.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I seek the assurance of
the Premier in the matter on which I spoke
during the general discussion—the reinstate-
ment of the employees now that the trouble is
over and the Honorary Minister has had his
vigtory. Cannat the men he given an oppor-
tunity to earn their living again?

The PREMIER: I recognise the perfect sin-
cerity of the hon. member’s observations this
evening. T shall be pglad te go into the matter,
and to see whether anything can be done to
arrive at a more harmonions state of affairs.
T will consult my colleagues,

Mr., PICKERING: According to the evi-
dence taken hy the Agricoltural Royal Commis-
gion, there is plenty for the Commissioner for
the Wheat Belt to do in his own partieular
work. We of the South-West want to know
what is the position?

The PREMIER: Even prior to my taking
charge of the Agricultural Department, T had
for years considered that Mr. Sutton's ser-
vices were not being utilised for the purposes
to which he was hest snited—that, in fact, his
knowledge and experience were heing largely
wasted. One of the first things I did on taking
up the administration of the Agriewltura)l De-
partment was to place Mr, Sutton in a position

a hetter
that we



KR4 3 el il L ._'

to devote his whole time to matters comnected
with the wheat belt—the growing of wheat and
other cereal crops, and mixed farming gemer-
ally. Mr. Sutton has been gradually relieved
of other work, to that end. T hope the farmers
will now profit by Mr, Sutton’s work. He is an
enthusiastie, energetic, and active officer, whose
whole heart is in his work.

Mr. MALEY: 1 am glad to have the assur-
ance of the Premier that at last Mr. Sutton
is to be allowed to devote himself to the work
for which he was specially brought here, Like
the Premier, I have a high estimation of Mr.
SButton’s capabilities. T regard him as perhaps
the most valuable official in the State service
to-day.

Ttem, Assistant to Commissioner, £210.

Mr, GREEN: It is common knowledge that
the Commissioner for the Wheat Belt has for
a long time past been directing his enecrgies to
work entirely apart from that for which he was
originally engaged, We find now that he is to
attend to his own duties and I fail to see, there-
fore, why he should have an assistant.

The PREMIER: Now that Mr. Sutton is to
attend to his own important duties, he will re-
quire some assistance in the head office. The
officer who has been selected to give him that
assistance was in the Lands Department and
he wag transfererd to the Agricultural Depart-
ment, As hon. members know, too, the Govern-
ment are clagsing the farmers’ wool with ex-
celtent results, The farmers, of course, pay for
that classing. When 1 visited the stores at Fre-
mautle a little while back I was pleased to
learn that the appraisers were satisfled with
the work which had been done.

Item, Commissioner for South-West, £662.

Mr. PICKERING: - The industries in the
south-western portion of the State warrant the
employment of an expert, and T say without
fear of contradiction that a man should he en-
gaged to go ahout and advise the farmers. Mr.
Button, who has been placed temporarily in
charge of the South-West, will not resent it
when T say that it is common knowledge that
he does not know anything about dairying.

Mr. Smith: What nonsense; he ran a dairy
farm for years.

Mr, PICKERING: He has no knowledge of
such things as butter factories. Some pro-
vision should certainly be made to fill the vac-
ancy created by the retrenchment of Mr.
Connor.

Ttem, Manager Brunswick Orchard, £185.

Mr. BROUN: Will the Premier explain
why this inerease of £185 is shown on the
Estimates, when the Brunswick orchard has
been destroyed?  There is another item ou
the Estimates further along showing an in-
crease of £675 in connection with the Bruns-
wick orehard. Both items should have been
considered together.

Mr. GREEN: If it is necessary to have
a manager for an orchard which does not
exist, he should receive more than £183 a
year,

The PREMIER: The amount of £185 rep-
resents the salary of the temporary man-
ager for a period of four months. That
monsey has been paid and the services of the
temporary manager have been  dispensed

with, Omne of the fruit inspectors is dis-
charging the duties.

Item, Chief Inspector of Stock, £528.

Mr. JOHNSTON: During the course of
the dehate several hon. members who
knew Mr. Lander referred to the fact that
he had been unable to secure registration as
a veterinary surgeon. The Chief TInspector
of Stock is the chairman of the Veterinary
Board. All who know Mr. Lander’s work,
and those hon. members whe were in Par-
liament when the Veterinary Bill was going
through, will remember that it was distinctly
understood that the measure was to meet
cases like that of Mr. Lander’s, I would
like the Premier to tell us whether the Gov-
ernment are prepared to do anything in the
matter of having Mr. Lander’s claims re-
viewed,

The PREMIER: I will be pleased to go
into the matter. I think that very often
a praetieal man brought up to the business
krows more about his work than does a pro-
fessional man. I know that Mr. Lander
has a full knowledge of the work he is en-
gaged in, and that the farmers are very glad
to have his advice., I will go into the matter
and sce if something cannot be donc.

Mr, PICEERING: I trust that no reflec-
tion is intended on the Chief Inapector of
Stock. He is a man of great ability and is
very conscientions in the performance of
his duty.

Mr. GREEN: What are the duties of the
Chief Inspector of Stock? If he does any-
thing he is very reticent about it. I admit
he does excellent work in answering corres-
pondence in the ‘‘Sunday Times,”’ but T
would like to know what his ordinary duties
may be.

Mr. PICKERING: The duties of the Chief
Inspector of Stock are to tender advice to
those who require it. There are many in
my clectorate who can testify to the value
of that officer’s services.

The PREMIER: The Chief TInspector of
Stock advises all the farmers and stock-own-
ers throughout the State. Any of them
having trouble with their stock immed-
iately seek his adviee. This officer has to
go to Wyndham in connection with the tick

question from time to time; indeed, his
duties take him all over the State. Al
the purchases of Government horses and

stock pass through his hands,

Ttem, Veterinary Surgeon £414,

Mr. SMITH: I should like to know what
are the duties of this officer. I understood
that he had to inspect stock landing at
Fremantle; but praetically no stock has
been introduced into the State for quite a
long time.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Homorary Minis-
ter): All the cattle from the North-Weat
have to be inspected by him.

The PREMIER: This officer is stationed at
Fremantle. One of his principal duties is to
attend to stock coming overseas, whether from
our own North or from other parts of Aus-
tralin. He i3 fully occupied, and when the
Chief Inspector of Stock is away in the North-
‘West this officer, Mr. Burns, acts as Chief In-



spector of Stock.  sie has to inspeet every
beast coming from the North-West.

Hom. W, L. ANGWIN: According to the
statement which has just been made this
oflicer’s time is taken up in unswering corres-
pondence for the ‘‘Sunday Times.’'' I have re-
peatedly seen a column or two in that journal
upon matters of importunce to the farming
commupity which has been supplied by the
officer in question. We ecannet afford to
employ an officer simply to contribute informa-
tion to that paper.

Mr. Smith: The information is not for the
benelit of the Press but of the farmer.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: It is for the benefit
of the Press, Any newspaper which gives this
class of information is likely te bhave a larger
wumber of subscribers in the country than if
this information was not given. If the ‘ Prim-
ary Producer’ published matter of this kind
farmers might not take the ‘‘'Sunday Times'’
hecause they would not require both publi-
cations. The Government are charged so much
an inch tor all their advertisements, and they
should now turn round and demand so mueh
an inch for all these replies to questions given
by their officers.

My, BROUXN : The remarks made by the Min-
ister for .Agriculture have convineced me that
it is neeessary to have a veterinary surgeon.
This oflicer has been repeatedly sent for in
<obnection with diseases in stock, and if bhe
could solve the problem of how to deal with
some of the diseases that arve found in stock
he would be worth ten times his salary to the
State. Tn my district alone 1,000 sheep <ied
Jast vear as a result of discase.

Ttem, Inspectors, £542:

Mr. BROTN: Is it necessary to huave sn
many inspeetors in the department?  Besides
six inspectors provision is made for two tem-
porary inspectors. What are the duties of
the temporary inspectors?

The PREMIER: This numher of inspectors
has heen cmployed for some time past. Pro-
vision is made for one inspeetor in the metro-
politan area, where there is plenty of work for
him to do amongst the dairy herds and the pig
farms. One inspector travels in the North-
West, one is ai Albany, one at York, one at
Egperance, and there is one at Port Hedland.
Considering the vast area that has to be
cgvered I do not think we could do with less
inspectors, if a proper inspeetion is made,

Ttem, Incidental, including postages, station-
-ery, fares and freights, travelling expenses,
-ete., £4,000,

Mr. SMITH: This is an enormous sum of
money to come under such a paltry heading.
1t is absurd that these ifems should be bniked
together in this way, and distinetly unfair to
the Committee,

The PREMIER: This item eovers the

whole of the administrative costs of
the department, and ineludes the trav-
elling expenses of the various heads of

departments, and many small items of ex-
penditure. The item was set out in this way
-‘to aveid overloading the FEstimates and to
-save a congiderable amount of printing. Omwr-
‘ing to the rabbit trouble tbe activities of the
Jfepartment are certainly grenter this year than
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they were last vear, buy as wueh special ex-
penditure as possible has been cut out.

Item, Wool-classing depbt, £300.

Mr. JOHXNSTOXN: When a wool-classing
depdt was opened ut Fremantie a few months
ago, the Government promised that sgimilar
depdts would be opened at outports, such as
Albany, Bunbury, and Geraldton. I am morg
particularly concerned with Bunbury in this
connection, so that wool grown in the districts
served by that port will not have to be con-
veyed to Fremantle to be classed. When may
we expect a depdt to be established at Bun-
hury?

The D[REMIER: The bhon member will
recognise that this is a new venture on the
part of the CGovernment, and one not yet final-
ised. The farmers, it should be gaid, pay for
the work of classing, at 4d. per pound. [
am net in 3 position to-night fo state when a
depot will be established at Bunbury. The
wool-clussing, I may ndd, has becn a great
snecess af Fremantle, where the appraisers
have expressed themselves as highly pleased
with the work.

Item, Wheat and dairy farms, £9,055.

Mr. MARRISOXN: At some of the wheat
farms Mr. Sntton is conducting experiments
in whesat-breeding, and I wish to know whether,
as a variety of wheat becomes established, a
proportion of the seced is kept baek in a place
secure against fire, so that the resulés of the
lahour done may not be Jost from that cause.
There have been two fires at the Narroypin
State farm.

The PREMIER: From my knowledge of
Mr. Sutton I feel sure that the point has not
heen overlooked. However, I will bring it to
his attention.

Mr, . ROBINSON: T move—

‘‘That the item be reduced by £100.7°
I have no wish to barrass the Government,
but this motion represents my only means of
reaching finality with regard to the Deamark
butter and bazeon Factory, until the 1915-19
Estimates come {down. I referred to this mat-
ter in the gencral debate.

The PREMIER: 1 think the hon. member’s
motion is not seriously meant, but merely re-
presents « momentary feeling of pigue. The
Government are not wnmindful of Deumark in
this connection, but they must be careful iu
extending the operations of butter and bhacon
factories. The work of bacon-curing cannot
go on at Denmark, hecause that centre lacks
refrigerating appliances, which are, however,
availahle at Albany, wher®, morcover, they
will be utilised for the export of frozen lambs.

Mr. H. ROBTNSON: The export of lambs
is a projeet we have in view at Albany, and,
so far as I am aware, no request whatever has
been made to the Government to establish a
hacon and hutter faetory at Albany. That
project has previonsly heen attempted, but
without success. ‘The machinery is now lying
idle at Albany, and no butter is forthcoming.
On the other hand, the needs of the Denmark

settlers in this respect are not receiving
attention, The matter has been hefore
the Government for five wmonths now,

and I have been unable to get a reply.
Therefore I should be failing in my duty if
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I did not use every means at wy disposal in
order to obtain a decision. How ecan the
settlers at Denmark live on the expectation
that in anpother five months the Government
will help them. I do not say that the Govern-
ment are against Denmark, but it is in the
interests of the State that a decision shoull
be given mow,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The hon, member is
quite justified in moving for a reduction of
the item as a protest against the delay on the
part of the Goversment, Hon. members who
have visited the Denmark distriet can bear
ont the statement that the settlers there are
in a deplorable plight and that at the pres-
ent time they are hopefnl of being able to get
some sustenance out of pig raising, to which
industry they have turned their attention.
One has only to go to the homes of some of
these settlers to see the conditions under whiech
they are living. The matfer is cerfainly
worthy of immediate attention.

Mr. Harrison: Are the people there worse
than the settlers at Yorkrakine?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I bhelieve they are.
They bave been hampered by the high price
of the land.

The Premier: That has been reduweed.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But their money has
gone and they are now dependent on little
butter and bacon factories. I trust the Pre-
mier will eome to a decision promptly,

The PREMIER: I have already told the
hon. member that the Government will go into
the matter at once with the view of remedyring
any disablilities that may exist.

Ar. H. ROBINSON: Qun that definite pro-
mise made by the Premier— —

The Colonial Treasurer: There is no defi-
nire promise.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: My interpretation of
the Premier’s remarks is that he has promised
to look into the matter at once. That is a
promise and T do not want the Treasurcr to
bloek me afterwards. T have cvery confidence
that the Premier will give the subject the
consideration it deserves. I shall withdraw
the amendment.

Amegndment by leave withdravwn.

Item, Bronswick orchard, including wages,
£700.

Mr, LUTEY: T would like to have an ex-
planation regarding this item. As a layman
I am now convinced that the right thing was
done when the Honorary Minister authorised
the rooting up of the orchard, bui afier hear-
ing another expert on the matter in tbe per-
son of the member for Bunbury, who con-
tended that it cost much less than £1,000 to
run an orchard of a similar size, I am wonder-
ing whether the amount on the Estimates is a
fair charge.

The PREMIER: This amount was on the
Loan Estimates, but it was transferred to the
Revenue Estimates.

Item, Rahbit-proof feuce, expenses of up-
keep, £12,200,

Mr. MULLAXNY: About twelve months apo
when the previons Estimates were before this
House, considerable discussion took placc on
this item, On that occasion the member for
North Perth moved to bring about a consider-
able reduction in the item and I supported the

[COUNCIL.]

proposal. Notwithstanding an assurance
given at that time that the watter would be
locked into and that probably reduced expen-
diture would be brought about, we find now
that there is an inerease in the item of £929.

The Minister for Works: There are more
rabbits.

Mr. MULLANY: I regret we have not the
report of the select committee which was re-
cently appeinted to inquire into the question
of the rabbit invasion, but I Dhelieve that were
a majority of the members of that committee
here they would say that it was an utter ab-
surdity to keep up this ever-inereasing vote.
The fences have entirely failed in the object.
for which they were erected and I believe that
the sum of £12,200 could better be spent to
combat the pest on the farms between the
two fences. The fences are absolutely useless.
I feel so strongly on the matter that 1 intend
to meove an amendment—

‘“That the item be reduced by £4,000.%’

The PREMIER: If the hon, member’s
amendment is earried the utility of the fence
will be eompletely destroyed; in fact we might
then just as well take it wp, I went carefully
into this matter and came to the conclusion
that it would be advisable to allow the two
fences to remain, and in that way confine the
rabbits to the area between the two fences so
as to more easily destroy them. The fences
are well Jooked after and those who have seen
them ean bear out that statement. Not only
do these fences keep ont rabbits, but dingoes
and foxes as well. The wire netting, if taken
up, would be of no value. If would be a pity
to remove thia outer fence. I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote pot and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Agri-
cultural Department.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.

Negislative Council.

Tucsday, 1e2th AMarch, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented,’’ see *‘Minutes of Proccedings. '’}

BILT—CURATOR OF IXTESTATES
ESTATES.

Read a third time, and passed.



